
 The two women chatted as they 
made their daily trek to their only 
source of water, the Zambezi River, 
not far from their village.  
 The Zambezi River is the fourth 
longest river in Africa, and is 
responsible for carving out the 
famous Victoria Falls.  It supports life 
for an estimated 32 million residents 
of the Zambezi River Valley. 
 Ann [not her real name] spoke 
eagerly of her hopes and dreams for 
the child she would carry for a couple 
more months now.  Josephine [not 
her real name] walked slowly so her 
friend could keep up, prompting 
Ann’s hopeful dialogue about what 
she would name the baby and what 
games she would play to make him 
or her laugh.  
 Hope is a rare thing in Lukulu 
West.  The isolated area of Western 
Zambia between the Zambezi River 

and the Angola border called Lukulu 
West is home to an estimated 460,000 
people, all living in utter poverty 
with no electricity, no roads, no shops 
and no water wells.  Ann’s joy in the 
blessing of a child she felt would 
give her life meaning, was casting off 
the realities of Lukulu West. 
Josephine enjoyed losing herself in it,  
too, even for a little while. 
 Upon reaching the river, they 
stashed their large empty water jugs 
on the bank and removed the rags 
they had tied around them in place of 
clothing in preparation for bathing.  
 Ann sought out a quiet spot up 
the river a few yards.  She slipped 
into the waters, thankful as its 
coolness enveloped her tired body. 
She took her time lathering soap in 
her tightly wound short black hair 
and ever aware of the dangers of the 
river she leaned back, quickly 
dunking her head into the water.
 Josephine was leaving the water 
after bathing when she heard the 

screams and splashing. Then she saw 
it. There was so much thrashing up 
the river, it was impossible to see 
what was happening, but it was an all 
too common occurrence and she 
knew what had happened. She didn’t 
even need to see the crocodile thrash 
away from the bank to know one of 
the slow, defenseless women had 
been attacked by the hungry beast.  
 When she saw the remains of the 
victim, she was crushed, numb in 
disbelief.  It was Ann.  Ann, whose 
hope had carried her through another 
day of hardships and hopelessness.  
Ann, whose unborn baby would 
never be named or laugh at games or 
the face of a loving mama.  Ann, 
whose remains were now floating 
down the river, contaminating the 
water for all who would drink.  

………………..
 
 This is life in Lukulu West.  Full 
of utter poverty, constant affliction, 
and needless death, Lukulu West is 
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Jesus said to her, "Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks of the water 
that I will give him will never be thirsty again. The water that I will give him will become in him a spring of 

water welling up to eternal life." - John 4:13-14

Living Water

Zambia

(continued on page 4)

Then she saw it. There was so much thrashing up the river, it was impossible to tell what was 
going on, but it was an all too common occurrence and she knew what had happened.

The Zambezi River



ITMI Monthly: John, you have 95 children, you are a 
senior pastor, you oversee 83 churches.  With all that, 
why go to Lukulu, Zimbabwe and the Democratic 
Republic of Congo?

John: First and foremost, it is my calling. God has called 
me into evangelism, discipleship and church planting in 
new places.  I find fulfillment in obedience to that calling.

ITMIM: What are the main afflictions that the people 
you minister have to deal with?

John: (1)HIV/AIDS has claimed more lives than both 
World Wars put together. (2) Being widowed and orphaned. 
Most women have been infected by HIV/AIDS from 
irresponsible husbands.  The children are left without 
anyone to care for them. It’s a great agony, and sometimes 
the church turns the blind eye to the suffering children. 
(3) Witchcraft/demonic oppression. In Lukulu, witchcraft is 
real, demon activity is so real there because the area has 
not been evangelized or discipled. (4)Poverty. I see many 
causes of poverty, for instance, if they are not saved they 
could be drunk or womanizing or living by the traditional 
belief that they can have many wives. Those traditional 
tendencies are a major catalyst of poverty in Africa.

ITMIM: When you go on your mission trips to Lukulu, 
the DRC or Zimbabwe, what do you try to accomplish?

John: Within existing churches, you have the lost within 
those churches and within the reach of those churches. We 
come with evangelistic ministries to meet those needs.   We 
try to encourage with revival services and teaching, 
evangelism and discipleship.  

ITMIM: If you go to evangelize and disciple, why do 
you take clothes, medicine and food?

John: Just to preach the gospel without addressing 
physical needs...you can do that...but we remember it’s
our responsibility to help out those in need within the 
house of God. God has called us to help the orphans and

widows as James 1:27 says, “Religion that is pure and 
undefiled before God, the Father, is this: visit orphans and 
widows in their affliction, and to keep oneself unstained 
from the world.” There are so many children and widows 
afflicted in our society. When you read Matthew 25, Jesus 
talks about when I was hungry you fed me, when I was 
thirsty you gave me drink, when I was in prison you visited 
me, not just for widows and orphans but the general 
population of the needy.  Those are the things we are called 
to as believers. 

When you demonstrate the love of God, people come to
Jesus Christ as their Savior and Lord. For example, in 
Lukulu West, people are naked. No one wants to see their 
daughters, sons, grandmas, and grandpas without clothes- 
it breaks my heart. If your interaction with them is to say, 
"be blessed and be warmed" it doesn't help them. That's 
what James is talking about when he says,  “Faith without 
works is dead.”  When their mind is renewed by the words 
of Jesus, they begin to believe God’s Word and obey it, then 
they will find a place of productivity in whatever area they 
are called. The Word of God gives them restraint and they 
learn work ethics, and that could transform an individual, 
a family, a society, and even a nation. We are looking at 
what the people need, and they have both spiritual and 
physical needs. That's the holistic approach we take to 
evangelism.
 
ITMIM: What is the best way we can help Africa?

John: I think of the story of Peter and John saying to the 
beggar, “Silver and gold have I none, but such as I have 
give I thee.” (Acts 3:6)  Africa has to literally rise up and 
walk -it’s not silver, gold, or material gifts - but such as I 
have.  What do I have? I have Jesus. So when I give you 
Jesus, you rise up and walk in your thinking, morals, 
family, economics and every area of life. Africa can rise 
above poverty, and it’s the Word of God that can help.  

Watch for the next part of this 
interview next month!

Zambia

 One of the most influential and sought-after Christian leaders in Zambia today, ITMI’s John Jere is providing mentorship 
and discipling for over 83 churches in Zambia and Zimbabwe, working with high up government officials to serve the poor 
and preach the gospel, pastoring Every Nation Church and responsible for the physical and spiritual needs of 95 orphans.  

John gives In Touch Mission International Monthly (ITMIM) a peek into his heart for the poor and afflicted. 
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Dear Team,   

 What a whirlwind month it has been!  John Jere was finally able to get the U. S. Embassy in Lusaka, Zambia to 
issue him an entry visa for the United States.  That put us on high alert as we hastily rescheduled as many of his 
meetings as possible.  The many meetings, both pre-scheduled by us and all those “God-scheduled” meetings have 
been an overwhelming blessing to John’s heart and soul.  Without fail, each group or person that God ordained for us to 
meet with, poured into John just what was needed at that moment.  So many of you have showered John, Joyce and the 
95 children that they care for with many gifts and “tools” that will make a real dent in war for the hearts and lives of 
the many desperate souls of Zambia.  I hope that next time John comes to the States, you will be one of the fortunate 
ones that can host or invite John to share his heart, his love and his passion for his 
mission field called Zambia.

 While John and I were in the Salem, Oregon area last month sharing his unique 
opportunities to advise the President of Zambia on spiritual matters, I received a call 
from a strange looking number on my cell phone that I have come to know as most 
probably from our ITMI partner in Southern Sudan, Vicky Waraka.  I called the 
number back and had a wonderful time hearing how Vicky is being used mightily 
during these challenging times of civil unrest in Southern Sudan due to the national 
vote in the south to secede from the Islamic north controlled Khartoum 
government.  Even though Vicky was very sick from a nasty bout of malaria, she 
told of how God has been using her through out Southern Sudan to bring the gospel 
of peace and salvation to a people group that has been abused and neglected for 
almost a generation.  Pray for Vicky to have the health and resources to care for the 
many orphans that come her way and for wisdom to speak truth into the lives of 
the many villages she ministers in.

     On the home front, we still keep pressing on as I deal with the effects of 
heavy metal poisoning.  Some days the energy is back to levels that brings a 
smile to my heart, and some days the effects are very constraining.  I am told 
by my doctor that this is to be expected during the process of extracting these 
metals from within my body.  Your prayers for patience and contentment 
would be most appreciated.

     I am reminded of what David shares in Psalm 19:14, “Let the words of my 
mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in Your sight, O LORD, 
my rock and my redeemer.”  May we always, in all circumstances be mindful 
to keep our thoughts and our words in line with what is acceptable in our 
Lord’s sight.  

As your representative, ambassador and partner in HIS work,

From the Director

John Jere with Dale and Jean Johnson

Women of Lukulu West

Vicky Waraka
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isolated and forgotten, especially 
during flooding. The outside world 
has shown little to no acknowledge-
ment of its existence, much less 
interest in its afflicted state - at least 
not enough to overcome the hurdles 
of accessibility brought on by the 
crocodile infested Zambezi River.   
 Those on the east side are much 
better off due to easier access to the 
rest of the world. But even their own 
tribesmen living just east of the river 
in Lukulu East have been unable to 
assist their brothers west of the river.  
 The Lord has placed an 
“apostolic” calling on the life of ITMI 
partner, John Jere.  As John puts it, 
to be a “sent one.”  To holistically 
meet the needs of the most afflicted 
poor - needs for clean water, food, 
clothing and hope.  Hope that, as John 
says, can only be found in Jesus. 
 The Spirit, and John’s heart for 
the afflicted, suffering and poor led 
him to Lukulu West.  He was told by 
the local tribal chief that he was the 
first missionary ever to cross the river 
and visit the Lukulu people. Thanks 
to the faithfulness of believers who 
have helped with the provision of 
funds and supplies, the 9 hour drive to 
the river’s edge was possible for 
John’s team. 

 On his first visit there, he came 
across an old man, squatting outside 
his dilapidated mud hut, shivering.  
The winters are bitter cold in this area  
without clothing, and it is a season of 
pure misery for the residents.  
 John gave the shaking old man 
his own sweater, and told the man that  
Jesus loved him. The man realized he 
was a sinner and accepted Jesus as his 
Savior.  He then asked to touch John’s 
Bible. He’d heard of a Bible, but had 
never seen one.  He couldn’t read it, 
but he understood that it provided 
hope.  After returning home, John 
sent some clothing for him.  After 
wearing them for a couple weeks, this 
new brother expired to his eternal 
home.  
 It is these kinds of stories that 
burden John’s heart for this area that 
has been neglected and overlooked by 
government and church alike for so 
long.   
 John has been given great favor 
with the Lukulu tribe on both sides of 
the river.  When he heard that John 
would like to set up a church, school 
and clinic as God provides the 
funding, the Lukulu Chief gave John 
a piece of land near the water.  The 
chief also made it possible for John to 

purchase some land on the east side of 
the river, even though John is not a 
member of the Lukulu tribe, for the 
same purpose.  Many of you gave for 
the purchase of this land.
 John spent May in the US, 
sharing with believers, encouraging 
American churches, being encouraged 
by American believers and learning 
things he can take back to further 
God’s Kingdom in Zambia.  
 He and Steve Evers shared with 
one couple the plight of the Lukulu 
community with regard to their water 
situation and the dangers of collecting 
and drinking water from the Zambezi 
River.  Erik and Michelle looked at 
one another and smiled.  Just a few 
days before, God had laid on their 
hearts to research where they might 
fund the building of a well for people 
in need.  They committed to fund the 
first well in Lukulu West. 
 Elated by such support, John 
plans to dig the well on the church’s 
property, so that the Lukulu tribe can 
get both the water they need to live 
and the living water in the same 
place, a place that is safe from both 
disease and crocodiles.          
            -Summer Kelley                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
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Rags for 
clothes

Johnʼs team shares the gospel

Lukulu poverty

Teaching Godʼs Word

For Praise…

1.  John Jere – great month of meetings in the U.S. updating and encouraging the body of Christ.
2.  Paul and Molly – as they work through the many challenges to make 19 girls genuinely theirs.
3.  Lukulu West -  new water well to be drilled as soon as we can find a qualified driller.
4.  God’s continued faithfulness and provision in the midst of numerous challenges affecting the lives of our dear partners.

For Prayer...

1. Piotr Zaremba -  as he embarks on a three year push to complete the Polish Bible translation.
2. The Ban Family - time in U.S. raising prayer supporters and resources for training godly Romanian families.
3. Steve Evers – as he continues to work through the challenge and treatment for heavy metals contamination.
4. Strength and faithfulness of all the ITMI team as we seek to obey God’s leading.

http://www.intouchmission.org/projects/india-projects/paul-and-molly-last-name-undisclosed/
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