1 September 2013
“God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” - Rom. 5:7-9

Why did a church in “Gangland”

Move Their Pews Outside?
He was one of several
bystanders who hovered near
the courtyard gate of an old
church building.
Across the street behind him,
“Welcome to Gangland” sarcastically
welcomed all to the area where no one
really wants to go.
The grease-stained sidewalks of the
part of Kalisz, Poland, tagged
“Gangland” by one would-be artist are
hard to spot underneath all the trash.
Not the “clean” trash that do-gooders
might venture from their clean homes in
pristine neighborhoods to pick up, like
gum wrappers or crumpled printer
paper. We’re talking about face-twisting
trash: diapers, used needles, rotting food
and used unmentionables.
The stench of such a place and its
people is also mouth curling. You know,
when you pull back your lips in disgust
as if choking back a sudden turn in your
stomach? That kind of disgusting. The
kind most of us are blessed to never
have to live near.
The gang member leaned casually
on a bright green gate, gazing into the
courtyard of the building that belongs to
Kalisz Baptist Church. He watched
those inside participate in “Children’s
Day,” an event organized by the church
for families to enjoy time together.
He wanted to go in, but remained
outside, uncertain whether he should
enter - or could enter. It was the kind of
event gang offenders like him were
rejected at by the high and holy state
(continued on p.4)

How to redeem a child’s

Darkest Nightmare
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At first, Miłosz was unhappy
away. Sometimes I’d be
in the unfamiliar environment,
woken up in a cold sweat by
but once he relaxed and revealed
a vivid nightmare of being orphaned, then
his heart and humorous
loaded up into a strange car by strange people to go to a
personality, he quickly claimed special places in the hearts
strange place. Thankfully, my nightmare never became
of the staff. They found many places for him to serve and
reality.
be included.
But there are kids who live this - and much, much
The second to last night of camp, a young Polish
worse - nightmares. They live with constant terror of the
counselor shared her own story of having lost her parents as
unknown and untrustworthy. They fight constant memories a child. She was raised by people other than her own family
of traumatic pasts. And for the most part, they must do that
- a story Miłosz could identify with. The story of how her
alone.
relationship with the Lord helped her heal from this
ITMI partner, Jim LaRose, volunteers at the dom
experience really struck a chord with Miłosz. Afterward, he
dziecka (Polish for foster home) in the small city of
talked for over an hour with the man who led the camp
Wolsztyn, Poland each week.
Bible sessions. Jim shares, “Later that evening...Miłosz told
The future for children living at dom dziecka is dark.
me he that he had (as he phrased it) ‘prayed for Jesus.’ ”
The children who remain in the dom dziecka system until
It would seem that this 14-year-old boy from a truly sad
they are young adults tend to exhibit a genuine darkness.
background has started a journey of healing with Jesus.
Many are angry, bitter, hardened and withdrawn. This life
With Jim and other believers around him as a guide, it’s our
turns many of them into untrustworthy schemers, substance prayer that this young man would be truly free and healed.
abusers, and lawbreakers.
That he would avoid the bitter darkness that engulfs many
Miłosz is a polite and likable 14-year-old living at the
of the children of the dom dziecka system.
dom dziecka where Jim volunteers. His past, even for a boy
It may seem like the darkness is too powerful. As
at dom dziecka, is a sad one. He and Jim have spent
though no matter what anyone does, the destiny of the
considerable time working on English homework during the children in care of the state is sealed. It’s not. Jesus can
once a week volunteer sessions.
redeem even the darkest past. Each believer is given the
Jim learned that Miłosz would be staying at dom
privilege of being alongside Him on that mission.
dziecka while the rest of the kids visited family or friends
How can you participate further in the redemption of
during the 2012 Christmas holiday. Miłosz was the only
Polish kids you don’t even know?
one who had nowhere to go.
Last Christmas, a generous supporter donated funds
Jim waded through the legal process and got permission allowing Jim to throw a pizza party for the kids at the dom
for Miłosz to stay with him instead. This led to an ongoing
dziecka where he volunteers. Simple but special
arrangement where Miłosz has stayed with Jim during later experiences that most kids enjoy regularly are things many
holidays including some time during the summer.
of the kids at the dom dziecka miss out on. These gifts and
This summer, Miłosz got to accompany Jim to a
planned offerings of love go a long way toward providing
summer camp put on by a local church where Jim was
answers to the deepest questions their hearts are asking;
leading the English program.
does anybody care about me?
Miłosz helped Jim teach two English classes a day. He
Yes, dear ones. Someone does.
was especially effective with the younger group, where he
focused tender attention on a special needs boy.

-Summer Kelley
Steve Evers, editor.

Dear Team,

From the Director

“Glenn is not going to live,” the doctor said.

But
eight-year-old Glenn did live through crippling and consuming
burns that devastated his lower body. Then the doctors insisted it
would be impossible for Glenn to walk again.
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But Glenn never gave up. It didn't matter what the doctor said. He
decided no matter how much it hurt, he was going to walk again.
Even more, he was going to run. Twenty-two months after he
threw himself from his wheel chair and “made” his legs work,
Glenn stood. He went on to run in high school. In 1932, as a
sophomore at Kansas University, he ran the mile in the
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Our John Jere is not Glenn Cunningham. Our John
Jere doesn't do much without help, but he is the driving
force behind mountains moving for the most needy. Like
Glenn, John never gives up.
You may remember Sarah Phiri, the 13-year-old street
girl whose eye has been swollen over double its size
since January. Sarah is one of John and Joyce Jere’s 95
Samaritan Children.
Sarah experiences intense pressure and pounding, debilitating headaches. She’s
endured these headaches for 8 months now...with little to no hope. None of the doctors
in Zambia could diagnose it, much less treat it. For a parent-less street girl, leaving the
country is about as impossible as a boy who can’t walk breaking a world record.
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John doesn't allow impossible when it comes to caring for his kids. He sent out requests
for prayer and help. You prayed. You called. You donated. You cared!
Still, we couldn't get Sarah out of Zambia to see an American doctor in Sierra Leon before she returned
home. Immigration authorities advised us that Sarah didn’t meet any of the US visa criteria. It would be humanly
impossible for Sarah to leave Zambia, much less see U.S. soil.
Sarah’s situation was covered in prayer. ITMI and John Jere partnering with Arizona Congressman Trent Franks’ office,
and too many other ministries, embassies, and fellow concerned Christians to name, launched an all-out attack to get help
for Sarah. That help came on August 19th. I received a text from Zambia at 3:49 pm. “Joyce [Jere] and Sarah will finally
get USA visas on Thursday this week. Praise God! John Jere.”
Hopefully, by the time you read this, Sarah will be in Memphis, TN being treated by a dear Christian eye doctor, Dr.
Cathy Schanzer. Her recovery will be overseen by another believing specialist, Dr. Russell Coates in San Antonio, TX.
Of course, God knew all along what He was going to do with and for Sarah. We all got to be a part of His mission! John
and Joyce thank you, ITMI thanks you, and someday - though maybe not till Glory - Sarah will thank you.
We hoped to share with you some truly compelling stories from Jahim Buli’s latest SALT training for local pastors and
leaders in Torit, South Sudan. But after the training, Jahim endured the 8+ hour motorbike ride on 84 miles of African dirt
road...with a severe case of malaria. He is now completely out of commission until he heals.
Please keep Jahim and his family and Joyce Jere and Sarah in your prayers.
We still have a bunch of work to do as partners of these precious and committed servants of God. May we be found as
faithful as Glenn Cunningham, Jahim Buli and John Jere. There is nothing that can stop us if we remain united in doing
God’s will and following His plan.
In His Service,
Running Track photo credit: quapan via photopin
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church, whose religious rules he’d
clearly failed to follow all his life.
But he knew this group of people
was different. His friend, Tomek, was
their leader. He wasn’t anything like the
holier-than-thou leaders of other
churches. He’d seen Tomek welcoming
and helping the filthiest and meanest of
street children. He didn’t make that
choking face, either. Instead, he was a
young man with a quick, genuine smile
and a casual “I’m-one-of-you”
appearance.
Tomek Jezyk is the Director of
Bread of Life Kalisz, and the driving
force behind everything Bread of Life
does in the city. He is also currently
shepherding the Kalisz church without
pay. Tomek is not a trained pastor, but
he cares deeply about the people of
Kalisz.
He overseas the Bread of Life office
which serves over 3,000 people a year
providing social and spiritual
consultations. This is basically help for
anyone in need with whatever they need,
but often its job search assistance, help
finding a place to live, support for single
moms or spiritual guidance.
Tomek also leads “David’s Club,”
which is karate training for about 250
underprivileged and street kids. It gives
them discipline and purpose. It
demonstrates to them that they matter.
For a couple years now Tomek has
been leading his church to join him in
loving the unlovely of Kalisz. The

church is using their facility for a daily
after school program for the kids of the
neighborhood.
ITMI partner and co-founder of
Bread of Life, Brooke Nungesser, says,
“Tomek is, after [ITMI partner] Piotr
Zaremba, possibly the hardest working
Polish man I know for the people of
Poland.”
Tomek’s compassionate, shepherd
heart noticed the self-dubbed “outcasts,”
hovering outside the gate. Realizing
they wouldn’t come inside the building,
Tomek brought the event to them.
Rounding up his go-to men of the
church, he had them move the church
pews into the courtyard, knowing the
gate-hoverers would be more
comfortable there.
Then Kalisz’s drunk, stoned,
depressed, abused and estranged not
only heard about Jesus that day, they
witnessed a powerful demonstration of
what He did.

Because Jesus didn’t wait for us
to come to Him. He made
Himself one of us.
Just like Tomek and his church
brought the pews to society’s unloved
that day, Jesus brought His Kingdom
and its restoration to us. He ate with
sinners. He hung out with the unlovely.
And the man standing by the gate?
It seems the inexplicable force that
propelled him to risk rejection and hover
near the gate was the Holy Spirit making
a divine appointment. He became a
citizen of Jesus’ kingdom that day.
Tomek is freed up to serve because
of the support he gets through ITMI and
Bread of Life. You, dear partner, through
your support of Bread of Life were a
part of that day, too. We couldn’t do it
without you.
-Summer Kelley, Steve Evers
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For Praise
1.
2.
3.
4.

Zambia – The arrival of the Kellers’ container and a short-term mission team present to help unload it!
Poland – The salvation of Miłosz and the crucial and effective ministry of Jim LaRose.
Zambia – The construction of “comfort stations” at Excellence Christian Academy by a North Village Baptist Church team.
Zambia – Joyce Jere and Sarah Phiri should have their visas and possibly are in the States by now for eye treatment.

For Prayer
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Zambia – Safe travel, wisdom and open hearts for the ITMI team headed to Lukulu for more borehole drilling.
Poland – Wisdom and resources for Tomek as he disciples and cares for the lost in Kalisz.
South Sudan – That current political unrest would not lead to more lives lost, also healing from malaria for Jahim Buli.
Poland - Miłosz’ faith would grow as he returns to dom dziecka after summer camp.
Poland – Jim LaRose would be blessed by additional supporters and partners so he can impact even more children of dom
dziecka.

