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How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who brings good news, who proclaims peace,

who brings glad tidings of good things, who proclaims salvation, who says to Zion, “Your God reigns!” Isaiah 52: 7

 “Good news!” was all the young boy 
could manage between breaths. The 
women, most balancing heavy jugs of 
water on their heads while carrying one 
in each hand, kept walking toward their 
village just a few steps ahead. They 
moved only their eyes toward the boy, 
who again heralded breathlessly, “Good 
news!”
 “Coming...pipes...tools!” he 
stammered, still trying to catch his 
breath from tearing through the bush. 
The women quickened their pace, 
hurrying to set their water down and see 
what the boy had joyously reported. 
 As their eyes verified his story and 
the truth dawned on them, they began to 
speak in excited, sing-song tones, until 
their volume rose to an exuberant 
chatter, then an all out celebration. Some 
danced around, unable to contain their 
joy. Others wiped tears, and still others 
stood staring with their mouths open in 
disbelief. They’d never seen such a 
beautiful sight!
 But it was true. They were coming 
with a large load of pipes and tools. The 
truck labored, carving slowly over the 
wilderness that was turning to a 
tumultuous two track “path” under its 
tires.  
 ITMI partner, pastor and visionary 
John Jere’s journey to Lukulu West, 
Zambia had its challenges. He was 
traveling with his wife Joyce and 
adopted son, Peter. On the way, near the 

small town of Kaoma, one of their two 
vehicles hit a pothole that sent the 
vehicle careening into a bush. No one 
was hurt but the vehicle would no longer 
run. The only place to get the needed 
part was back in Lusaka, where they’d 
come from. After spending the night at 
Kaoma, the vehicle was relieved of its 
load and towed back to Lusaka. 
 John drove the other vehicle the rest 
of the way to the Zambezi River, where 
they met the drilling company, who had 
been hired to drill five boreholes. The 
final section of bad road and the 
overloaded vehicle meant ten hours of 
laborious driving- a trip that would have 
taken about two hours on an American 
road.
 One of the main challenges of travel 
to Lukulu West is that there are no 
bridges that cross the 
Zambezi River and vehicles 
can only be carried on a 
small barge. One vehicle 
got stuck in the knee deep 
sand on the bank and 
couldn’t be pushed out. The 
Jeres and the drillers were 
forced to spend a sleepless 
night on the mosquito 
infested banks of the 
Zambezi. The following 
morning, the swollen 
travelers managed to push 
the vehicle out of the deep 
sand. 

 Later, ITMI Director, Steve Evers 
and ITMI Financial Officer, Mark 
Burritt, and ITMI partner Timothy 
Keller joined the Jeres and the drillers in 
Lukulu West. 
 In addition to the water wells, the 
ITMI team was able to deliver used 
clothing, and brand new “pillowcase” 
dresses for the little girls from an ITMI 
supporter.
 After such an arduous trip, let’s just 
say, no one had lovely pedicured feet, 
but they appeared lovely to those to 
whom the good news of the coming 
clean water was carried; good news of 
coming development to an undeveloped 
area; good news of safety, cleanliness 
and ease. It’s good news because not 
only does it bring clean water and safe 
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 The boring of the well and the 
arrival of three Americans (myself, I 
Mark Burritt and Timothy Keller) 
were met with quite a bit of oogling 
eyes and “reverent” treatment from the 
villagers, who had rarely, if ever, seen 
a “white man” before. Their awe was 
so great we really could have taken 
advantage of them in many, many 
ways and they would have endured it 
without thinking twice. 
 In a way, they were completely at 
our mercy, just as we, sinners, are at the 
mercy of our Creator. But instead of 
abusing us, our Creator and Father 
humbled Himself, became one of us, 
then gave His life for us. 
 It was really fun to demonstrate that 
aspect of the gospel to the villagers by 
shrugging their efforts to place us on a 
pedestal, and instead, fist-bumping, 
shoulder-slapping and picture taking 
with them. In fact, we even washed 

some dishes and pounded cassava root, 
which is strictly women’s work. 
 That a “white man” would behave 
this way was, on one hand, hilarious to 
the villagers but on the other, it called 
the lies of their worldview into the light 
to be examined and shown false. 
 All of this really gave us a strong 
connection with the villagers and we 
were honored to spend time with other 
“image bearers” with equal value in our 

Father’s eyes. 
 The people of the Lukulu 
villages are so neglected and 
forgotten by the rest of the 

world that they are extremely 
receptive to our demonstrations of 
the good news. 

Molly, Paul and 

 This man, unable to walk on one of 
his legs, used a stick as a crutch to walk 
all the way from another village to ask 
John for a borehole for his village. 
John had to explain that we only had 
resources for 5 wells this time.
 John received thirty other requests 
from surrounding Lukulu West villages 
for wells, so his opportunities to forever 
change the history of a people are 
endless. “One well is better than a whole 
crusade,” John observed after the wells 
were installed and the people responded 
to the gospel that was shared with them. 

“One well is better than a whole crusade.” 
-John Jere

Lukulu

ITMI partner John Jere pumps clean water!

$240 - bale of clothes
$4900 - dig one well

Want to help? A little goes 
a long way in Lukulu:

-Steve Evers
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 Ray Comfort, the highly outgoing street evangelist, tells a humorous story 
about communication with his wife that is very similar to attempting 
communication with those of another culture and language. Ray shares, “My 
wife is very reserved. When she bought an ice cream at a mall, held it out and 
said, ‘Here you are…handsome,’ my heart skipped a beat.  She didn’t usually 
talk like that!  I was about to blush when I realized I had misheard what she 
said.  She actually said, ‘Here you are…have some.’” Miscommunication can 
lead to many hilarious situations. 
 When we were in Lukulu, Zambia bringing the good news of God’s love 
through the drilling of water wells, there was no confusion at all what was 
happening. The almost forgotten people of Lukulu West, and specifically the 
five villages where we were able to drill these wells, had a clear, real 
life understanding of what hope is. They for the first time understood 
that there is a God that provides for them, not one they have to live in 
crippling fear of, as is the African way. 
     As woefully inadequate as any language is when it comes to 
sharing the deep reality of some life situations that we all experience, 
our newsletter this month cannot begin to contain sufficient 
communication to inform you, to enlighten you to what really 
happened in Lukulu to the village people, the village leaders, the 
district overseer, the Honorable Member of Parliament, to John Jere, 
and to Mark, Tim and I. We will just have to hope that God clearly and 
effectively translates the depth and the breath of what He allowed us all to 
participate in and experience.
     Baptism is a big thing in Poland. It usually costs our brothers or sisters in 
Christ dearly. ITMI’s Piotr Zaremba and ITMI’s Richard Nungesser 
baptized fifteen believers in a local lake last month. Piotr shares these words 
from one of the brave young ladies, “Last time I gave up getting 
baptized because of opposition at home. This time I won’t give up! Let them 
persecute me if they so choose.” Thank you, Richard, Piotr and all the others 
involved, for your commitment to reaching and impacting Poland, one needy 
soul at a time.
     Tim and Ashley Keller and family are in the States on furlough until 
February. They are full of God stories fresh from the field in Zambia.  After 
having spent a couple of weeks with them in August, both in Lukulu with Tim, 
then back at their home base in Kabwe with the whole family, I know they 
would be a rich blessing to you in your home group, Sunday School class or 
even a Sunday service. This is a special couple with some very special stories 
of God’s working and provision among the needy of Zambia.
    Finally, as my space for sharing quickly disappears, I would like to take a 
minute to introduce to you the newest member of the Evers clan. Last month, 
Sarah, our only daughter, and Ben, her husband, delivered a very special little 
girl into this world named Annabelle Grace Graham.  For those of you who 
want the specifics, she was a very healthy 8 lb., 6 oz. Mother and daughter are 
doing well and the new Grandma and Grandpa are finding it is most difficult 
to not show pictures to everyone we know and even to complete strangers. I 
can honestly say, I have been bit pretty hard by this proud grandpa thing, so if 
any of you know how I can tone this down a bit, please communicate with me 
as soon as possible!
     Thank you for all your help in getting us to Lukulu East and West.  Thank 
you for helping us give God’s goodness and truth to forgotten people. Thank 
you for helping us add to God’s eternal Kingdom.
In His Service,

From the Director
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haven from the predators of the river, it 
allows other good things better access to 
reach this isolated area. A traveling 
preacher won’t fear disease from 
drinking the water.  A doctor could be 
called and wouldn’t feel the need to 
bring his wife to draw water and risk her 
life under crocodile attack. Clean, 
nearby water could easily be the best 
news these people had heard in their 
lives. 
 But the real good news was still to 
come. John sat on the ground with them 
and told them, “It wasn’t the white man 
who brought this good thing to you. It 
wasn’t John Jere who provided clean 
water and safety for your village. God 
loves you and cares for you. He wants 
you to have a life that honors Him.” 
 Following the dedication ceremony 
and Steve’s delivery of a gospel 
message, three quarters of the men 
present indicated a desire to begin a 
relationship with Jesus, and the women 
will likely follow suit. The head of the 
village had already set precedent. When 
water flowed from the borehole, the 
head of the village, an avid ancestral 
worshipper, threw his arms in the air and 
said, “If you’re a God that can give us 
water, then I want to give you my life!”
 Discipleship began immediately. 
John taught them to take ownership of 
and care for God’s creation and good 
gifts by setting up well committees that 
will collect a small amount of money for 
each use to maintain it. He called them 
to use their blessing to bless others by 
sharing it with surrounding communities 
and sojourners.

 The word “Gospel” is a 
derivative of  “good story” or 
“good news.” In Jesus’ day it 
was a common word, not a 
phrase that meant a specific 
thing as we use it today. It 
carried connotations of 
Isaiah 52:7 for the Jews of 
Jesus’ day, “How beautiful 
upon the mountains are the 
feet of him who brings good 
news...” It is a picture of a 
town or village, anxiously 
awaiting news from the 
battle front. News on 
which their lives hung. 
“Good news!” the 
herald shouts, and all 
rejoice. 
 As God’s people, we 
are the heralds, bringing 
good news to those who 
wait desperately for it, 
their lives hanging in the 
balance. We have 
incredible news of a great 
story! The story of a God 
who cares when we suffer. 
A God who provides good 
things, like clean water. A 
God who sacrificed Himself 
to usher in a kingdom where 
suffering, thirst, disease and 
animal attacks are banned. It’s 
a story so beautiful and good 
that it makes even our feet 
beautiful if we tell it. And tell 
you did, ITMI family. 

(cont. from p.1)

1. Poland - Piotr Zaremba has to date completely translated Ezra through Revelation and the book of Ruth.
2. Zambia - The successful drilling of five bore holes in the forgotten Lukulu land.
3. Zambia – John and little Peter Jere are now recovered from their malaria contracted while in Lukulu.
4. Poland – The great impact that Daniel Machlowski is already making in his short time of ministry in Poland.
5. USA – Much gratitude that little Annabelle waited to enter this world until Steve returned from his 5 week trek.

1. Middle East – Chad Krittenbrink, Army chaplain meeting the spiritual needs of thousands of soldiers in this volatile time.
2. Zambia – John Jere as he trains leaders for continued discipling of the new believers in Lukulu.
3. Zambia – Resources as ITMI commits to help John Jere drill 10 new wells or as many wells as God provides.
4. Poland – Baby Max Nungesser as he continues to have lingering and long term health issues.

For Praise…

For Prayer…

-Summer Kelley, Steve Evers

John’ Jere’s vehicle crossing the wide Zambezi River

Lukulu men pray, beginning relationships with Jesus!

Steve shares
 the gospel.
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