1 October 2015
“Abide in me, and I in you.” John 15:4a

ITMI partner, Gerhard le Roux, serving in Onseepkans, South Africa shared this story. Gerhard had the opportunity to
bless, invest in and build a relationship with a local Christian leader in a neighboring town, Pofadder. Gerhard shares
how Manie’s worldview and understanding of Christian living was expanded through experiencing Christians from other
parts of Africa and the world. Enjoy Gerhard’s story!
“We are thankful to the

Lord for the blessed time that we had
at the ministers conference at
Kwasizabantu Mission. I was
privileged to take the main elder from
the United Reformed Church in
Pofadder with me, Manie Booysen.
Manie is an elderly Nama gentleman,
62 years old. For him it was the first
time that he rode on the Intercape bus
and also the first time that he flew in
an airplane.
To give you an indication of how the
devil sometimes keeps people in
bondage: Normally the people of
Pofadder will take a taxi when they go
to Cape Town. A taxi is typically a 10
seater mini-bus, very uncomfortable,
and just as expensive as riding on the
luxury Intercape bus. When Manie
experienced the comforts of the
Intercape bus, he was much surprised
that he could enjoy such comfort for
the same price as the uncomfortable
taxi.
The people at Moreson Mission picked
us up the following morning in

Malmesbury, and we spent
the rest of the day at
Moreson Mission. Manie
was surprised that so many
people could live together
and he remarked that he felt
so much at home, it felt as
if he already stayed there
for years.
The next morning we took
the plane to Natal from
Cape Town International
Airport. Imagine someone
who had never even taken a
luxury bus trip, flying in an
airplane. It was a great
experience for him.
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At one stage he remarked about
the mist on the mountains, and
I had to correct him and
explained that we were flying
above the clouds! He could not
believe that only two hours later
we were landing in Natal, over
1600km further!
We were privileged to stay with the
Bosman family at Kwasizabantu.
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Uncle Danie Bosman came to fetch us
at the airport, and during our stay he
really enjoyed Manie’s company.
(continued on p.4)

Praying for Parents
This is a fictional story, based on common experiences in Zulu Natal
and the vision of ITMI partners, Kelly and Cherise Smith to open
“Children’s Village” on their property.
Ten-year-old Ayasha had been through
a lot in her single decade of life. Her
parents were both taken from her by
the sweeping epidemic ripping its way
through the Zulu people of Zulu Natal,
South Africa.
After her mother passed away, she’d
gone to live with her grandmother. A
widow responsible for 7 other
children, Ayasha’s cousins and
siblings, her grandmother was having
a hard time feeding them all.
When her grandmother fell sick, the
children were spread among the
remaining distant relatives, but no one
had room for Ayasha.
For an African orphan, life with
relatives is rarely a walk in the park.
Relatives struggle to provide for their
own families, let alone others, and
some are resentful of the extra mouths
to feed.
But Ayasha was taken in by the
Children’s Village at 7 Rivers Farm.
A haven tucked between the steep hills
of Zulu Natal, 7 Rivers’ Children’s
Village is a series of houses, each
house run by “house parents.”
The house parents are a married,
believing couple called by God to
invest in the lives of the 6-8 children in
their home. Their income comes from
working on sustainability projects at 7
Rivers Farm.
In this way, would-be-street-children
whose relatives can’t or won’t take
them get to be a part of a family,
experiencing both a godly mother and
a father.
Ayasha was happier at the Children’s
Village than ever before in her life. She
missed her parents, but she had been
very young when they passed. Living
on the farm meant she could learn
trades and skills in addition to
attending school.

The Smith’s vision for
Children’s Village is just that
- a vision.
For now.
The Smiths are in the
beginning stages of
submitting the paperwork
for the NGO and
environmental
studies needed on
the farm.
Once they’ve got the
foundation laid,
they’ll need to raise
$30,000 for each
house. That includes
materials and labor
for the finished shell,
but no furnishings.

The

Smith

Family

They’d like to start
with 1-2 houses and
grow slowly as God
provides.
One of the biggest
challenges will be
finding house parents
that will fit the bill for
the kind of homes
they’d like these to be.
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“We would like the
homes at the children's
village not to be a
mock home or
substitute home but to
actually be a genuine home for the
kids with a father who works and is the Would you begin praying for the 7
spiritual leader in the family and
Rivers Children’s Village? There are
home,” the Smiths shared.
three main requests right now.
This will be a tall order. The Smiths
describe it this way;

1- Pray that all the proper approvals
would be given.

“The family structure within the Zulu
culture doesn't have many married
couples, especially in the area where
we are! We're trusting God to provide
these very special people to be house
parents.”

2-Pray that God would provide house
parents to bring life to this vision.
3-Pray that God would provide the
funds for this project.
by Summer Kelley

Dear Team,

From the Director

Steve

ITMI Director, Steve Evers is off to Africa again!
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Steve is joined by ITMI Board Member, Jon Dekkers
and Steve Lee, a journalist who writes for ITMI
Monthly.
Here is a summary of what the guys will be up to on
this trip.
Zambia
In Zambia, the guys will meet with a contact who is
beginning a ministry in isolated Lukulu,
Zambia where ITMI has been involved in providing
remote villages with access to clean, safe water.
The follow up visits to these villages have been
productive, too; so we are eager to see this impact
expanded and built upon!
Our contact's plan is to equip the villagers to dig their own
wells. This will allow more villages access to a well
because it cuts costs. It also gives the village ownership
and investment in the project.
And of course the final benefit is that it will allow our
contact to build relationships and disciple the new and notyet-believers there.
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Next, they'll visit the Kellers in Kabwe, Zambia. While in
that area, they plan to travel to remote villages to provide
some leadership training.
South Africa
Arriving in Durban, South Africa around the 1st of
October, the ITMI team will visit the Smiths at 7 Rivers
Farm in Zulu Natal. They'll serve the Smiths and their
ministry any way they can for a few days.
While in South Africa, the team hopes to see the new
ministry facility - built from shipping containers - at Stone
Hill, South Africa. This includes the newest addition to the
facility, a container to serve as a kitchen equipped to help
provide food for many suffering from hunger in the area.
Before returning home, Steve, Jon and Steve will visit the
le Roux family at Onseepkans Mission in the Northern
Cape. Perhaps they'll get to experience first-hand one of
the weekly Kids' Club meetings.
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Friends, you are an integral part of this team and the
impact they’ll make on this trip! Thank you, thank you.
by Summer Kelley
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The Bosman family really spoiled us, and Manie could not
believe that he was staying with white people and that they
are serving him in this way.
Another thing that really touched Manie was the fact that
the people helped each other without expecting any
compensation for it. He was amazed that people took each
other in consideration when they went to town, offering to
take others along. He remarked that when the people in
Pofadder go somewhere, they do not tell each other. And if
someone finds out and wants to go along, he has to pay.
But at Kwasizabantu, the people gladly assist each other
and let each other know when they are going somewhere,
and do not expect any compensation for it. Everywhere we
went people at Kwasizabantu greeted us and invited us for
coffee or tea. Manie replied that he cannot eat anymore,
because everywhere we go the people just want to give us
something to eat!
Uncle Danie Bosman also showed Manie all the different
projects that they have at the mission. Manie was
overwhelmed with all the different projects, all with only
one goal in mind and that is to further the Gospel.
Uncle Danie showed him the water bottling factory, the hot
houses with the peppers and the pre-packing facility, the
shop with the butchery and bakery, the pasta factory, the
dairy factory, the avocado plantations, the saw mill and
more.
The church services touched Manie greatly. The message
throughout the conference was that sin grieves God and is
the reason that He cannot abide with us. Not only was
Manie in the same auditorium with ministers, missionaries
and Christian workers from all over Africa, but literally

from all over the world. The theme of the conference was
“Lord, abide with us.”
Also in the dining tent,where all the visitors had their meals
during the conference, Manie had the opportunity to sit at
the table with different people from all over.
Overall it was a blessed experience for Manie and an eyeopener what can be done if we are obedient to the Lord. We
gave him as much literature and services on cds as possible,
and trust that the fire that the Lord ignited in his heart will
continue to burn stronger and stronger. Please pray for the
people of Pofadder, that God will do a deeper work in their
hearts.
ITMI was directly responsible for this trip to take place. If
it was not for funds that we received from ITMI (two days
before we were supposed to leave) the trip would not have
been possible. We praise God for your involvement in this
and please pray with us as there are more people now that
want to go and visit the mission. Please pray with us that it
will take place in God’s will and time.”
by Gerhard le Roux
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For Praise
1. Poland - Gospel Joy - 3 new lives dedicated to Christ!
2. South Africa - Onseepkans Mission - the provision of funds for Manie’s life-changing trip.
3. Africa - the many opportunities before the ITMI team traveling in Africa right now!
4. South Africa - the arrival of the third container to serve as a kitchen for the new facility in Stone Hill later this month!
5. Romania - Bans - hosting Ted and Linda Tripp, authors of “Shepherding a Child’s Heart,” at Family Conference.

For Prayer
1. Poland- Gospel Joy - the planting of a fourth evangelistic fellowship group in Poznan.
2. Zambia - Kellers - provision of solar panels due to a crumbling infrastructure in Zambia causing prices to multiply.
3. South Africa - Smiths - provision of government approval, house parents and funding for the Children’s Village.
4. Poland – Nungessers - the provision of a 12-passenger van benefiting Bread of Life and PIC.
5. South Africa - le Roux - that Manie’s trip experiences would be a catalyst for the flourishing of his church and city.

