1 December 2017
“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given.” Isaiah 9:6

Nine Stories of Your Direct Impact
in 2017
During this season of giving, we asked ITMI partners to give you their heartfelt
answers to several questions. May their answers bless and encourage you!

Paul and Molly
Southern India

The best, most
impactful book I
read this year
was...
It’s hard to pick just
one! One we have
enjoyed to help us
counsel is Side by Side by Edward Welch. This has been a
wonderful resource on using the gift of friendship to come
alongside as close ones are being stretched and going
through trials.
Also Thriving Despite a Difficult Marriage by Charles
Misja and Michael Misja was referred by a couple different
friends as another resource to encourage friends who feel
alone in marriages.
The Misja brothers are
counselors, and the book leads
the suffering spouse to
overcome shame, and how to
strengthen your heart in God
when you are in a trial in
marriage.
Another we re-read is
Extravagant Grace showing
how each of our situations,
our trials, our friendships are
all tailored for us by the
loving hand of God. Even the

weaknesses and limited perspectives have all been given to
us by God. We glorify God in each facet of our life as we
learn to embrace these limitations and see God in them.
The first time I read this book it gave me more grace with
those around me. The second time reading, I found I am the
weaker one, needing so much grace to just believe. A
wonderful read.

The thing I’m most thankful for this year is...
We are really most grateful for Steve Evers’ two visits!
That was no small ordeal to make the ten thousand mile
journey two times to India! But what a gift - to be
ministered to, to share his encouragement with our people
and enjoy fellowship. That was truly refreshing for our
family and church and we thank God for the sacrifice of
time that was.

Carrying
water into

the slum is
difficult

and
dangerous.

What is one way your ITMI
supporters directly made
an impact for God's Kingdom
this year?
Most recently, the response to the need
for water wells in a couple slums!! What
a gift to bring such a practical provision
along with carrying the message of the
Gospel to these precious, needy people. It
is always a special joy for us to be on the
giving side when we are living by faith.

The le Rouxs - Onseepkans Mission
Onseepkans, South Africa

A silver lining in a
not-so-good
situation that
happened this year
is...

What is one way your ITMI supporters directly
made an impact for God's Kingdom this year?
In ministering to the community around us, we came under
a growing conviction that the only way to make a real
difference in the lives of those around us is to live Christ's
love to them.

This was a challenging
year for us as a family and for our mission in general. We
were tested on many levels, including our finances.
However God in His grace carried us through and we were
reminded to put our full trust in Him because He will never
leave or forsake us.

The emotional damage in these people's lives are
tremendous, with nearly the whole community suffering
from abuse and rejection. Sometimes we felt a sense of
desperation. Will we ever make a difference?
Then again God allows us to hear a comment from the
community after visiting the sick: "These people really care
about us."

We sincerely appreciate our ITMI partners who were also
sensitive to God's voice and who were used by Him to help
us. We yet again had to learn that as children of God we are
not on our own but need each other as we are all part of
God's family.

Similarly, we want to say to all our ITMI partners, when
they contribute towards our work or respond with a kind
word on our news clips, "these people really care about us."
May God bless you and your family in a special way during
this Christmas season.

The Kellers
Kabwe, Zambia

The best, most
impactful book I
read this year
was...

The ways I’ve grown over the past year are…

Mansions of the Heart
by R. Thomas
Ashbrook. It helped me understand how God orchestrates
all the circumstances in our life, both good and bad, to
draw us closer to Himself. It also gave me a lot of insight
into what it means to be still and trust God. This is
significant to me because we can’t always see what God is
doing “in the moment” but we can trust that He is there and
He is actively working for the good of His kingdom.

The thing I’m most thankful for this year is...
God’s restoration in my health and that God is continuing
to give me strength to do His will. I am also grateful for His
preservation of the health of each person in our family. This
is no small feat of grace and mercy in Africa! We are
incredibly thankful for and excited to see the dynamic
changes that are taking place in the lives of the police men
and women with whom we are sharing God’s Word.

I’ve been learning what it means to abide in God’s presence
and to see the outcome of the fruit based on that. Also to be
grateful in all circumstances and to see God’s goodness and
His faithfulness in both the good and the bad.

What is one way ITMI supporters directly made
an impact for God’s Kingdom this year?
This year, Ascension Lutheran and ITMI put together a
Bible project through which we have been able to impact
hundreds of people for Christ with the Word of God (and
we are still distributing Bibles!!). Bibles for new Christians,
Study Bibles for pastors and church leaders - I can’t begin
to express what effect the Word of God has on churches
and communities.
Thank you for making this work possible.
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Jahim and Gisma Buli
Juba, South Sudan
I shared the four chapters:

The best, most
impactful book I
read this year
was...
The Social and
Financial sections of
the Seven Areas of Life Training (SALT). The first
missionaries who came to [what was then] Sudan taught our
people to receive from them. They did not teach them how
to work with their hands to support themselves, the poor
and the work of God.
I found my life was so challenged, especially in the
financial area. I was convicted. After I read the book, my
mind was enlightened. Though I have read it before, this
time the words are fresh and new to me as though I have
never read them.
I pray God helps me to apply what I learned about money
and relationships and teach those under my leadership.
After I came back from Kampala I trained several churches
in the “Financial Area of Life.”

1. Earning Money Honestly
2. Giving Money Generously
3. Spend Money Wisely
4. Invest Carefully
Now, I can witness that God is changing people’s lives
through what I have learned first and then taught to others.
As I have benefited from what I have learned, I have to
teach to others to benefit also.

The thing I’m most thankful for this year is...
The thing I’m thankful for God this year is that God is
changing lives through the power of His Word. People who
have attended the trainings have started small scale
businesses and are now supporting God’s work. Before,
they expected help from the church, but it turns around that
the believers are supporting the church after they have
learned from the Word of God. I believe in two years, the
church may be able to send people to unreached areas
within South Sudan!
(continued on p.4)

Muhindo and Lillian Kawede
Kampala, Uganda
who prayed and sent their
The thing I'm
most thankful for financial support.
What is one way your
this year is…
ITMI supporters
I am most thankful
this year to the Lord directly made an
for the trials of my
impact for God's
wife’s illness.
Kingdom this year?
God has granted to me joy and peace to accept that
everything works together for good for those who love God
and for those who were called for His own purpose
(Romans 8:28) both for my family and the International
School of Missions.

The ways I’ve grown this past year are...
The Lord has taught me that this life is short, we can die
anytime, therefore there is urgency to disciple leaders with
God’s vision to reach Africa.
Islam is advancing in Africa and there is great fear to take
the Gospel to Muslims countries in Africa. I highly thank
our supporters who gave graciously from the little they
have to facilitate us to train leaders at ISM and reach out to
Muslims in Uganda. May the Lord increase and bless those

ISM’s

Clean

Water

Source.

Our supporters made a
direct impact to
International School of
Missions and the
community near the
campus by providing
running water. We were
drinking human and
animal waste. Many
people were dying of typhoid, but
now because of the clean water, the students and the
community are healthy. The water project has enabled us to
reach out to the Muslim community and doctors who come
to fetch water.
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The Nungessers
Poznan, Poland

The best, most
impactful book I
read this year
was...
Brooke and I have
been reading through
various books of the
Bible throughout the year. The most recent book we
finished is Genesis.
To both of us, Genesis is a book of
great wonder and great
sadness. Great suffering and
yet, great hope.

Maxwell decided that he would like to try pneumonia in
October and that wasn’t fun with his fever spiking to
106.9F. Thankfully he is healthy now and we pray that his
little lungs fight any other
infections. I’m ready for the kids to
stop going to the hospital!!! Ha
ha...I guess that will never
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To see the men and women
with great faith suffer and
fail has been a blessedly
humble reminder to both of
us that even if we falter or
fail, God is bigger. He can
still use us!
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Brooke and I are beyond
grateful for a God that allows
us, in our human
imperfections, to serve Him!
As always, we want to thank
those of you that pray for us and support us, for walking
with two imperfect people and our beautiful children as we
serve God with all that we are! We are humbled, thankful,
and love each moment where we get to glorify His name.
Wesolych Swiat i szczesliwego Nowego Roku!

The thing I'm most thankful for this year is…
We are most thankful this year for the grace of God in our
lives. We had the privilege to return to the US this past
summer and see our families, friends and many supporters.
Our home survived 100mph wind storms with minimal
damage. Thank you, Jesus!

Our kids all faced and came through medical challenges
this fall. Two stitches on the back of Josephine’s head were
removed the day before the first of Adelyne’s two trips to
the hospital via ambulance with severe chest pain. After
loads of tests and visits to the doctor, praise God she is fine
and everything is normal now, although we have few
answers as to the cause.

What is one way your ITMI
supporters directly made an
impact for God's Kingdom
this year?

I think some of the biggest ways
ITMI supporters directly make
an impact for God’s Kingdom is
by proclaiming first the love of
Christ. It’s not just through
words but also backed up with
action. Because they not only say they support ITMI but
they pray for ITMI and its many projects.
Then many of them back that support with financial gifts.
Their prayer opens the doors for the love of Christ to be
shown overseas. Their prayer protects us in the field as we
face many obstacles, difficulties, challenges, closed doors.
Their prayers opens doors that were closed, cause blessings,
gives us strength to overcome the obstacles and difficulties.
Their financial gifts allow us to take the good news of
Christ to those that haven’t heard it before and supply us to
feed the hungry, clothe the tattered, provide medical care
and medicine to those who are dying and sick, and keep us
and our families safe, warm, and fed.

(Jahim Buli, continued from p.3)

What is one way your ITMI supporters directly
made an impact for God’s kingdom this year?
The one way my ITMI supporters directly made an impact
for God’s Kingdom this year is the financial support they
have sent for trainings that I have done.
All that I shared is because of their kind support. I am just
a mouth piece of someone thousands of miles away who

could not come to this part of the world. The lives of
people who have been changed and transformed are
counted on your behalf.
Thank you for your thoughtful and generous support given
me and my family, we are grateful and wanted you to know
how happy and grateful we are. Please know that what you
have given is being stored away for eternity in the
Kingdom of Our Father. Thank you all.
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Did you know we have a Christmas Giving Catalogue?
It’s full of Christmas giving opportunities starting at $10 - that make a BIG impact!
See www.intouchmission.org today.

Lazarus Yezinai
Juba, South Sudan

The best, most
impactful book I
read in this year
was...
How to Pray and
Receive Answers
because it impacted my life, it revealed many secretes of
the kingdom of darkness, different types of prayer and
ways of prayer. It built my spiritual life.

The things I am most thankful for this year are...
God has given me the special grace and favor of serving
Him in building His Kingdom, and He has saved hundreds
of His people.

What is one way your ITMI supporters directly
made an impact for God's Kingdom this year?
They have in 2 ways, which were totally great!
The support they sent allowed me to teach SALT material
in several places and it changed many lives, growing their
understanding of the Word of God and how to practice
living it. It also allowed me to help a good number of
widows, orphans, elderly and needy. Many of them were so
grateful, they sent their deep thanks to the people that
helped them and were eager to pray for those who gave.
I wish one day God will bring you to see the fruits of the
seeds you planted in South Sudan in the lives of our
churches.

Leszek and Ania Wakula
Lodz, Poland

The best, most
impactful book I
read in this year
was...
Building Healthy
Churches - The
Gospel by Ray Ortlund. It was so refreshing and inspiring
in the midst of some tough ministry moments.

The thing I am most thankful for this year is...
The wonderful experience of witnessing to Jack, the
homeless man I talked to last Christmas Eve and
throughout the year. I have seen his life being changed by
the power of the Gospel. He is a new man in Christ and
such encouragement to reach out to the lost God brings
across our lives. Jack continues to grow in His grace and
power!!!

Something I heard or learned this year that
stopped me in my tracks and changed my
outlook was…
I am in awe, pondering upon the powerful thought: we
should love our wife with out any expectations in return.
Love unconditionally and expect...less. This has changed
our family/marriage life in a very significant way. God is
good to us, husbands!!!

What is one way your ITMI supporters directly
made an impact for God's Kingdom this year?
We are deeply appreciative for a faithful ministry of Elaine
Meredith and Jeanne Pierzchala, who have come to
Poland for last 2 years and served women in difficult
situations. This is a great support in ministry of Ania, as
she serves many women in our country. Thank you, all, for
your support!
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Adi and Ema Ban
Oradea, Romania

A silver lining in a
not-so-good
situation that
happened this year
is...
When funding did not come through
for Integra, [the NGO Adi worked
for to support his family] due to the
political unrest in Romania we
spent most of the spring and
summer months praying and
waiting on the Lord for the next
step. It was a time of personal
reflection and growth, both vital
for us as believers. Then the Lord
amazed us! When help came from
the Lord through ITMI, for this
period of time, we felt it was Him
telling us again, “do not be
anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made
known to God.” Philippians 4:6
God also brought new opportunities for ministry. We had
events all the weekends in October, and three more in

November, making this one of the most engaging falls of
the past years.
We are beginning to understand better and better the reason
God had behind the activity slowdown at Integra, which
was disheartening at first.
In October, we had a larger conference for parents and
teachers on Parenting Adolescents and several
seminars on "Family and Social
Media" for smaller groups of
Romanian
parents.
couple
blessed
by the

Ban’s
Parenting

Conference
.

We are also grateful to have
established the Association for
Family Integrity, an NGO, as a
platform for all these activities.

Something I learned this year
that stopped me in my tracks
and changed my outlook was…

What I found in Ukraine. Things were
different before the war broke out in
Mironovsk, Ukraine. For 15 years there was
little response to the Lord. But war in the city
prompted many to reconsider their stance toward
Him. Within days, the membership jumped from
12 to 30, and now the church sees 100-150
during services regularly!

Check our Website for more stories and Christmas greetings from our partners!
www.intouchmission.org

For Praise
1.
2.
3.
4.

Zambia - Johan Leach - Five MORE villages in the Luvale Plains have access to clean, safe water!
Poland- Jim La Rose - Exciting opportunities to declare and demonstrate the good news to marginalized youth.
Poland - Gospel Joy - Twenty new believers after a Gospel Music Workshop in a new city, Walcz!
Zimbabwe - Charl van Wyk - Many parents thankful for the Gospel camp and ready to put what they learned into action.

For Prayer
1.
2.
3.
4.

South Sudan - Jahim Buli- Provision of Sunday School teachers to disciple the children of Word of Life Church.
South Africa - le Roux Family - Provision of basic needs, allowing them to minister in Onseepkans.
India - Paul and Molly - Flooding in their city impacting the poor, including many from their church.
USA - Steve’s travel companion, Pastor Phil McKeown in the ICU with bleeding on his brain at time of publication.

