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“Why do the nations rage and the peoples plot in vain? The kings of the earth set themselves…against the Lord.”  
Psalm 2:1-2a

He was still a practicing Hindu when 
he passed away earlier this year. His 
wife and children follow Jesus and 
regularly attend the 
church pastored by 
ITMI’s Paul in 
southern India.  
His wake was a sad 
affair. Paul’s wife, 
Molly, described it 
this way, “all the 
guests and family 
came to ridicule the 
widow and blame 
the death [of her 
husband] on her 
faith as they do 
here.”  
Around the same time, Paul’s cousin 
lost her husband.  
“She and her children are grieving in a 
bleak [rural] village where all blame 

the loss of her husband on the fact 
that they follow Christ,” Molly 
reported. These accusations against 

Paul’s cousin 
were considered 
reliable enough 
that local police 
opened an 
investigation into 
the matter.  
This is really just 
the tip of the 
iceberg. One in 
millions of 
examples of a 
disturbing 
country-wide - 

perhaps worldwide - trend. 
In a 2019 report on global persecution, 
Open Doors found that in India, since 
the current government took control in 
2014, more Christians are being 
targeted by Hindu extremists each 

year. These nationalists’ view is that to 
be Indian is to be Hindu, so any other 
faith is viewed as a serious threat.  
The research found that, “Hindu 
radicals believe they can attack 
Christians with no consequences,” and 
“converts to Christianity from 
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Open Doors, 2019
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NEWSBITES
INDIA
ITMI’S David and Taru Kumar held 
VBS programs at their Deepam 
Center in the heart of a Muslim 
slum in Bangalore, India last month. 
They packed 75 children into rooms 
that are smaller than many offices 
while many mothers and children 
who could not possibly fit inside 
stood outside the gate to listen! 
Those that participated learned 
songs and did hands-on activities 
designed to reveal who God is and 
what He’s done.

POLAND
The printed version of Piotr 
Zaremba’s literal translation of the 
Bible to Polish was sent to the 
printer in the final week of April! 
With 19,994 footnotes, 78,500 
cross-reference links, linguistic, 
literary, historical, geographic, 
cultural and exegetical content 
enriching readers’ perspective on 
the text and its meaning, this is a 
revival tool and a wonderful gift to 
Polish speakers around the world. 
Meanwhile, Piotr has been 
bestowed with an unexpected and 
rare honor in the academic world, 
expanding his reach and influence 
as he drives on toward the goal of 
revival in Poland.

ROMANIA
The Lord provided a buyer for the 
unfinished building that was being 
constructed for the expansion of our 
Bethesda Home where disabled, 
elderly widows are cared for. 
However, as financial support for the 
project has waned recently, the 
financial maintenance that would 
have been required in the new 
building was quite daunting for the 
faithful couple.This solution
allows Bethesda to recoup their total 
investment in the property. The Lord 
also provided for the sale of their 
current property as-is, which is in 
need of repairs. This allows Vio and 
Daria Pop to continue to lovingly 
care for the widows by purchasing a 
property that is in better condition 
and even a bit larger.

ZAMBIA
Last month, a family of six arrived in 
remote Chavuma, Zambia with the 
mission of coming alongside ITMI’s 
Johan and Lesley Leach for 6 
months as they reach the least-
reached villages on the Luvale 
plains with the Gospel. Jonnie and 
Carrie Dekkers sold most of their 
possessions and boarded a plane 

for the remote African bush 
with their four 

young 
school-
aged 
children 
to 
advance 
the Gospel 
in Zambia.
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Hinduism experience extreme 
persecution, discrimination and 
violence.” 
Nevertheless, people are exchanging 
their bitterness and fear for the truth 
and hope they find in Christ through 
Paul, Molly and their church. They 
know it might cost them dearly, but 
they are overjoyed to fill the emptiness 
that only Jesus can fill. 
Paul and Molly joyously shared one 
story of a young man who has been 
part of their church and coming 
regularly for years. Though his kin 
would beat him, he remained steadfast 
in his faith. Recently, he had the 
courage to leave his family and be 
baptized. 

Not long ago, Steve shared an ongoing 
situation we faced with two Indian 
banks that refused to give your acutely 
needed support funds to ITMI’s David 
and Taru. This is the income they rely 
on to cover their pressing ministry and 
living expenses. Their financial well-
being on thin ice, they were forced to 
live off of small savings for over two 
months. We’re sure they had to limit 
ministry activities and delay purchases 
of any family needs but the most 
essential.   
We have temporarily resolved the issue 
and have been able to get your 
sacrificial gifts to the Kumars so they 
can continue reaching the Bangalore 
slum with the Good News, but the 

incident shows the difficulty of being a 
Christian and living on the large 
protrusion from the south side of Asia. 
Last month, Paul was originally denied 
a visa to return to his home country, 
where 22 of his children were staying 
with relatives and friends, awaiting his 
return. After filling out massive piles of 
paperwork and answering invasive 
questions, the Indian national was 
finally allowed to board his flight home 
with Molly and their 2-year-old 
daughter, Bella. The flights that had to 
be rescheduled while Paul waited for 
his visa cost the couple hundreds of 
dollars. 
This year, India jumped to the 10th 
most dangerous country in which to be 
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-Summer Kelley, Steve Evers

From the Director
Dear Team: Are We Teachable?
My father, over his almost 88 years, has made collecting concise, insightful and wise sayings and quotes an art form. He 
shares them with me almost every time we talk on the phone or sit together in his small, yet comfortable home in Cannon 
Beach, Oregon.  
As he gleefully shares the next memorized quote, it's clear how much he enjoys and appreciates the gifting or skill of those 
who construct these jewels using as few as words as possible, but communicating volumes with their statements. He seems 
to savor these nuggets of wisdom as most of us would savor a sizzling filet mignon from Outback Steakhouse. Those who 
know my father know that he is always observing and considering what is the best next step. He did this in his business 
life, owning his own industrial consulting business that carried him to jobs all over the world. I worked for him for a period 
of time and can tell you that I have not seen a better communicator in all my travels and in all my education. My dad 
practiced his trade of helping, educating, and consulting entry-level employees with observed insight into how to be more 
effective and actually have less stress and fatigue. Minutes later, he was in the boardrooms with CEO of these same 
national and international corporations communicating the very things they needed to hear to enable them to deal with a 
particularly bothersome business and even personal challenge. God’s Word and the truth contained within are our go-to for 
finding all that we need to navigate life and its obstacles. God has a way of putting people into our lives that share His truth 
from His word and through the wisdom He has given others. Are we teachable enough to stop and listen? Stop and 
consider? Stop and apply? 
Try this quote I found from Pastor John Piper, “One of the great uses of …Facebook…will be to prove at the last day that 
prayerlessness was not from lack of time.” That does make one stop and think as we observe all the noses planted into 
phones around the world. 
Another one, “In a world where everything revolves around yourself – protect yourself, promote yourself, comfort 
yourself, and take care of yourself – Jesus says, “Crucify yourself.” - David Platt. Sure is easy to get this one backwards. 
This month, I felt led to share with you this need for teach-ability. God can use anyone and anything to get our attention 
and grow us to a level that only He knows we are intended for. No matter how young or how old, God wants us to keep 
moving. Not doing the same old thing, not being the same old person that we were, not settling for and seeking to be…
comfortable. God wants us to be discipled and to disciple others. This is what ITMI and our partners are about in the 
reaches of Poland, Romania, India and Africa. We want to see people not just fed, not just given water, not just educated, 
not just humanly helped, but eternally introduced to the King of Kings and discipled in the life and example of Christ. 
By the time you read this, if no major challenges hinder it, Piotr Zaremba will have sent his first ever Polish Study Bible 
with over 1900 pages, 78000+ cross references, almost 20,000 footnotes, to the printer to be published. He has done this 
with a small budget and equally small but qualified staff. Imagine 40 million+ Polish speakers, and there has never been a 
study Bible they could own at any cost. Piotr listened to wisdom from Bill Bathman over twenty years ago, and acted on it. 
It went something like, “…if you don’t start translating now, in 30 years, you still won’t have a [Polish] Bible.” Piotr was 
teachable. 
Paul and Molly have been listening to God lead them in a direction that they, in their own words, have resisted. The leading 
of God is really too big for them to even imagine. God wants them to build an…ARK in the middle of the rural Indian 
countryside that they have been ministering in. This ark will be in the form of a Christian K-12 boarding school. This ark 
will be a place of refuge for many Hindu, Muslim and “Untouchable” children, and even their families will hear and see 
what God’s truth can do when fed to children 6+ hours a day. Paul and Molly are listening. They are willing to trust God if 
He will lead all of us to help make this happen. When we get a bit farther along, we will give you a chance to put your 
piece of “gofer wood” in this new modern day ark that I am sure will be built in southern India. 
By the way, here are a couple of my father’s latest nuggets of wisdom. "No persons are more wrong than those who cannot 
bear to be.” - Duke La Rochefaucauld  
“The greatest of Faults…I should say, is to be conscious of none.” -Thomas Carlyle  May we be teachable! 
May we together be willing to be moved to a new place of faith and trusting in God’s desire and willingness to use us to 
accomplish His great and impossible plans. Let’s lock arms and sacrifice as do all those that serve in these most needy 
places. Blessings on you all. 
In His Service,

https://intouchmission.org/projects/piotr-zaremba/
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For Praise

For Prayer
1. Poland - Bread of Life - Upcoming vision clinic outreach in two villages in Moldova this summer.  
2. India - David and Taru Kumar - 75 children heard the good news at VBS; many who wanted to, couldn’t fit in the tiny room.   
3. India - Protection for Paul, Molly, their children, their church and the Christians serving in their ministries. 
4. Uganda - Muhindo Kawede - Second Portable Bible School course in Kauga Prison set to finish early in May.
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-Summer Kelley, Steve Evers

a Christian. With a population of 1,354,052,000 this amounts 
to a huge increase of Christians with targets on their backs - 
65 million, as a matter of fact. 
Nineteen of those targeted are Paul and Molly’s own girls, 
their beloved daughters who they’ve raised as their own. The 
young ladies have grown up together, and have called Paul 
and Molly “mom” and “dad” since they were little.  
Up until recently, they lived happily in a beautiful home that 
God provided for them years ago. Their place. The place they 
were protected and deeply cared for by Paul and Molly and 
Paul’s aunt and uncle. The place where they would all gather 
on the bed with Molly and have Mama comfort them and 
teach them God’s love and truth. A place that Steve describes 
as a “bit of heaven in the middle of the Indian countryside.”  
The home was kept immaculately clean, and the girls well-
fed, including fresh homegrown vegetables and fruit from 
trees they helped plant and nurture.  
They were growing and thriving as humans and in the 
knowledge of the Lord, their humble confidence in Him 
reflecting in every interaction, both between each other and 
uniquely with those on the “outside.”  
But due to a legitimate and growing threat that their 
cherished daughters would be removed from their care by 
government officials, DNA tested and dropped in villages 
where similar DNA is found, Paul and Molly recently had to 
make the heart-wrenching decision to separate the girls and 
conceal them from those who might want to do them harm.  
These heavy concerns are piled on top of the regular matters 
of parenting, discipleship and providing for 23 children. 
Support for the girls’ basic necessities dropped to a deficit 
earlier this year. 
The Easter bombings in Sri Lanka, an island country off the 
tip of India, that killed and injured many as they attended 
Resurrection Sunday church services, serve as another 
reminder that our brothers and sisters in this part of the world 
are suffering.  

“The Bible says we 
will suffer,” says 
Steve Evers, ITMI’s 
Director, “but those 
of us who aren’t 
currently under 
attack need to stand 
with our brothers 
and sisters who 
are.”  
ITMI began when 
many of you 
equipped Bill 
Bathman with 
Bibles and 
necessities to deliver to 
Christians persecuted by communist governments in 
Europe. In many ways, we have cycled back into areas and 
times of distressed Christians and heavy persecution.  
According to Voice of the Martyrs, for those serving bravely 
in dangerous areas, “their first request is for prayer.” 
This is echoed by our own partners, who repeatedly express 
how important our prayer support is to them.  
Whatever they face, He can handle it, “Why do the nations 
rage and the peoples plot in vain...He who sits in the heavens 
laughs.” (Psalm 2:1,4) 
Many of you have stood with the persecuted for years 
through your support of the Bathman’s ministry to the 
distressed Christians behind the Iron Curtain. You know the 
joy of being with Jesus as He comforts the suffering.  
If you have yet to experience that feeling of knowing your 
time, talent and treasure are with the Lord in His work, or if 
you’d like to increase that joy, we invite you to stand 
shoulder to shoulder with our partners in prayer and financial 
support.  
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1. South Sudan - Vicky Waraka - This month, pain in her eyes after surgery last year subsided, allowing her to travel and teach. 
2. South Africa - Charl van Wyk - Provision for Cozmore’s wife Laizah to help young girls in remote villages in Zimbabwe. 
3. South Sudan - Lazarus Yezinai -  Opportunity to teach SALT material to a small group of pastors and leaders in Mundri.  

Summer Kelley, Steve Evershttps://www.opendoorsusa.org/christian-persecution/world-watch-list/india/ 
https://www.cnn.com/asia/live-news/sri-lanka-attacks-churches-hotels-dle-intl/index.html 
https://www.persecution.com/calendar/

 
Molly and 3 of her 

beloved 20 daughters.
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