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“But God will never forget the needy; the hope of the afflicted will never perish.” - Psalm 9:18

INDIA
“Perhaps it’s hard to believe, (or
understand) but the misuse and wrong
interpretation of the Bible often leads to
domestic neglect and abuse in India,”
writes our partner, Molly.
Molly continues, “It is
commonplace and a great
travesty leading to an unhealthy
[emotional] dependence upon
pastors. Our conferences and
trainings [in India] continue each
month, aiming to change that
unpleasant reality.”

Another pastor, who has been
married 35 years stood and said,
“I’ve been numb, I don’t know
how to talk to my wife. I didn’t
even know it was possible.” He
cried and prayed, “God give me a
heart to care for and understand
my wife.” His other half spoke
up, “This is the first time I’m
Her husband, Paul, has a burden
having hope. He’s never listened
for pastors in his country to know to me or my opinions. I just
how to apply the Word of God in manage our house on my own
their homes and with their
and he takes care of the church.”
families. But this is a struggle
even for those doing the
Testimony after testimony rolled
shepherding.
in about the ways the Lord
moved and changed pastors and
At a marriage conference in Paul their wives, and the journeys of
and Molly’s city for pastors and
healing they were embarking
their wives in July, one pastor of upon because of what they’d
25 years testified, “I’m realizing learned. Some shared they had
I’ve never taken emotional
been considering divorce, but
responsibility for my family.”
weren’t any longer after that
As part of this training, Paul and pivotal few days at the
conference.
Molly shared some examples
from their own experience,
These evidences of God’s grace
alongside a couple who
and work through your support
sacrificed their time and
of Paul and Molly come less than
resources to come from America two months after Paul was
to bless these leaders and their
invited to be the guest speaker
wives with this learning
and host of a pastor's fellowship
opportunity.
(continued on p.2)
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conference in his city. Paul was the first ever host under 50
years of age in the Fellowship’s history. Our Indian partner
taught this seasoned group of pastors about preaching the
Gospel first to yourself in everyday life and shared the ripple
effects of this practice on families and churches. He had this
truth deeply reinforced in him while in Arizona in April. The
conference audience held hundreds of pastors, including
leaders of “big” churches, honored pastors who were wellknown before Paul was even in seminary. Despite the enemy’s
attempted distractions, power outages and sweltering heat,
many repented of pride with tears and confessed arrogance in
their own hearts. They commented that Paul presented truth
and love better than anyone they’d ever heard.
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Paul and Molly's ministry to pastors in India was built up
through the learning opportunities the Lord has used ITMI
supporters to provide for this faithful Indian national and his
wife.
The power and impact of the ministry to Indian pastors is
underlined as Molly says, “The sobering truth is that we tend
to face discouragement and attack in our own family and
home leading up to these conferences.”
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SOUTH AFRICA
Sandisiwe turned to look into her friend’s face with
glassy eyes.
The two Zulu women were walking up a painfully steep hill,
one of many in the KwaZulu Natal area of South Africa. Few
residents of these hills have transportation other than their
feet.
ITMI’s Nobuhle “Fifi” Smith had just asked her companion,
“How are things at home? How can I be praying for you?”
Fifi glanced at her friend. She could tell Sandisiwe was
fighting tears.
Sandisiwe’s explanation tumbled from her lips, “Fifi, my
mom is trying to build a house that would not wash away
during the rain. But now she can’t finish it off, because she
has diabetes and we have to use that money for hospital
bills.”
Being Zulu women who believe that Jesus Christ is Lord and
Savior, makes both Fifi and Sandisiwe part of a small
minority in their cluster of Zulu villages in KwaZulu Natal.
Many Zulu are happy to listen to the Gospel. But when
everyday challenges arise - like the financial hardship coupled
with a medical issue in Sandisiwe’s family - they have a hard
time believing it wasn’t their vengeful ancestors’ response to
feeling slighted in some way.
“I know God will provide,” Sandisiwe finished. Encouraged
by her friend’s faith, Fifi smiled, but
her heart was heavy.

When she reached 7 Rivers Farm,
where she lives and ministers with a
team of missionaries that includes
her parents, ITMI partners, Kelly
and Cherise Smith, she shared
Sandisiwe’s story.
The three Smiths began asking
their heavenly Father to provide
for Sandisiwe’s family, and for her
mom to come to know the Lord as
her Savior.
The Lord answered the Smith’s prayer
through the service and sacrifice of a
group of believers from Washington
State. This group used their own
resources to travel to South Africa to
minister alongside the 7 Rivers team to
reach the Zulu people with the Good
News. They had raised and set aside
funds for a ministry project.
(continued on p.4)
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From the Director
Dear Team: I’m Going to Be Honest
To be honest, I’m hurting.
It has been a challenging couple of months. Not so much for what has
happened to me personally, but what has been placed in the lap of
those that I love and care for.
Johan and Lesley Leach in far remote western Zambia have served
well through many challenges being in a burning hot, isolated place
that affords them little help with any of the daily requirements. The
nearest real grocery store is 6 hours away. The river water has
crocodiles, the land has green and black mamba snakes (very
poisonous), and last month the air was full of dense and choking
smoke. This smoke came from the burning of most all the personal
items that Johan and Lesley own.
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Johan is a guy. Guys don’t get too sentimental with notes and crayon drawings from
when your children were young, but they were priceless to Lesley. Imagine loosing all your clothes, your
personal items, your memorabilia and your own bedroom and bath. Johan, a day after the fire shared with me that he was
wearing someone else’s short pants because that was all he had to put on. It hurts me to see those I love experience this
type of testing.
Paul and Molly have shared how difficult and heart wrenching it is to have to uproot these precious 19 girls and try to
protect them from being confiscated by ungodly government officials by dividing them up and asking others people to now
raise and care for them. Molly just shared with me what it was like to go back to what was the girls home for the last 6+
years, and have it empty and quiet. She said while she was there the government officials came on a raid hoping to find the
girls and “finally get to carry out their confiscation.” Thankfully, Paul and Molly had listened to the Lord’s leading and
hidden them before this raid. I hear in Paul and Molly’s voice and letters the challenges of nurturing, caring for and
uplifting the tender, confused, needy and wanting hearts of these precious young ladies. To know a little of what they must
be going through, and the confusion and trouble the enemy is trying to stir up is deeply troubling.
Just a few days ago, ITMI’s own Mark Burritt, our home office financial manager, lost his wife, Vanessa, after a valiant
and faith-filled fight with cancer for 5+ years. Their daily trust and submission of their lives into His hands through such a
difficult time was an example and encouragement to many. Mark and Vanessa are two of the most charitable and caring
people you would ever have the privilege to know and work with. Vanessa was known for her kind and gentle spirit. The
hospice nurse that cared for Vanessa up until the end was amazed at how helpful…Vanessa was to her. The nurse
commented to Mark, that most people in hospice are overwhelmed by sickness and other challenges and that they are very
needy. Vanessa continued to help this nurse and serve others until the Lord called her home. The last words that Vanessa
spoke to me was, “…please take care of Mark and make sure he takes care of himself….” It hurt to know that my friend
and partner will miss the companion of this very special daughter of God, at least until he is called home also.
I am reminded and encouraged that we are not without hope. 1 Peter 4:12-13 tell us “…do not be surprised at the fiery
trials…that come to test us, but …REJOICE when we share in Christ’s sufferings….” I saw this quote this week,
“Remember Shadrac, Meshach, and Abendnego. God didn’t put out the fire…He just put Jesus in there with them.” Martin
Luther once said, “I know not the way God leads me, but well do I know my Guide.” The enemy always comes to kill,
steal and destroy.
We have a hope that all suffering is but for a season, that our home is not on this earth, and that we have an eternal home
and an eternal meeting with Jesus that outshines anything that we consider valuable here on this earth. In the mean time,
may God find us faithful in serving and seeking to comfort those in need of the Gospel and in need of comfort from above.
In His Service,

-Summer Kelley, Steve Evers
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The team ended up helping construct a house for
Sandisiwe’s family that would withstand the rain. They
toiled to mix cement and lay bricks so that this family could
have a home. When they returned to Washington, the
building project, well on its way, was left in the capable
hands of a member of the local Zulu church to finish. They
had provided more than a home. They’d been the
embodiment of hope and demonstrated the Lord’s power and
ability to watch over his own.
“We hope Sandisiwe’s mom will see the hand of God in
this.That she will be saved,” Fifi says, quoting, “The Lord is
good to all: and His tender mercies are over all His
works,” (Psalm 145:9).

Right now, we need help from committed
believers like you.
We need people who believe with a passion that everyone
should have a chance to hear the Good News. Generous,
mature believers who understand and put trust in the Biblical
doctrine of generosity.
We need people to stand shoulder to shoulder with those on
the field and say, “I want to be part of God’s work!"
The needs and challenges faced by ITMI and our partners
are very real. We could really use some more “hands on
deck.”

Because followers of Jesus partnered with the Smiths, they
made a real impact in the lives of a Zulu family in need both physically and spiritually.

Do you know anyone looking to get involved with taking the
Good News to every tongue, tribe and nation by equipping
faithful godly workers who are already embedded in cultures
and communities?

If we’ve helped you connect with an ITMI partner so that
you could make a lasting impact, we want you to know, your
contribution matters. It matters a great deal.

It would make a real difference if you would let them know
that partnering with ITMI and our godly ITMI nationals is a
great way to maximize your impact.

Whether you were part of or sent a team that traveled and
served - like the team from Washington that served in South
Africa - told a friend or family member about the ministry of
one of our partners, gave sacrificially, or helped connect our
partners to training or resources - as Paul’s supporters enable
his ministry to pastors, you play a crucial part.

If you’ve never partnered with us, or perhaps it’s been
awhile, the truth is, we need your help.

You are to be congratulated on laying up treasures with the
Lord and recognized as an example of leaving the kind of
legacy every believer wants to leave, but only some do.

Ready to get connected? Fill out the enclosed form or
contact us today.

We need you to step out in faith, be extraordinary, get
connected with an ITMI partner and experience the joy of
giving and the satisfaction of making a true and lasting
impact.

-Summer Kelley, Steve Evers

For Praise

1. South Sudan - Lazarus Yezinai - The privilege of providing Biblical teaching for a group of drug using gang members.
2. South Sudan - Vicky Waraka - The opportunity to share Biblical truth in Nairobi, Kenya last month.
3. Poland/Moldova - Bread of Life - Many impoverished Moldavians were grateful to have experienced and heard about the love
of Jesus through faithful Christians from Poland.

For Prayer
1. US - Lift up the Burritt family as they celebrate Vanessa’s life and home-going and adjust to a season without her.
2. South Africa - Smiths - Sandisiwe’s mother and all Zulu people to come to know Jesus as Lord and Savior.
3. Zambia - Johan and Lesley Leach - Guidance and provision for the rebuilding of their home after it was destroyed by a fire.
4. India - Paul and Molly - Protection for their family and church as they equip and train pastors to shepherd their families and
churches.
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