
Reaching and Serving the Persecuted Church

ITMIMonthly

PSYCHOANALYSIS BOOK
CONVINCES ATHEIST THERE
IS A GOD

Filip* was surprised by the
realization. After years of claiming
there was no God, he now believed
there was one after all.
He glanced at the copy of the
psychoanalysis book on the table next
to him. The archetypes explored in the
book had made sense to him, and the
book had played an important role in
opening up this new perspective.
A thoughtful and intellectual man with
a PhD in biology, Filip had lived and
worked as a researcher in Korea for 5
years before moving to Denmark for a

research grant at a University. He met
his wife while living in Denmark.
Filip didn’t know Jesus yet, but he was
searching. He began attending a local
Roman Catholic church, which he
chose over the extreme liberal
doctrines of the protestant churches in
his area. He learned some spirituality,
but wasn’t introduced to Jesus.
Meanwhile, his wife was living her life
according to the humanistic doctrines
of modern Europe. The marriage
collapsed.
Eventually, Filip connected with
Alicja*, a Christian Polish woman
living in Poznan, Poland, and a
member of the K5 Church led by
ITMI’s Dr. Piotr Zaremba.
She and Filip discussed evangelical
Christianity, but Filip felt he couldn’t

be objective because he was interested
in Alicja. He wanted to learn from
someone he was less emotionally
connected with. Alicja asked our Piotr
Zaremba if he would correspond with
Filip, who was still living in Denmark.
Piotr agreed. For the following month,
Piotr and Filip exchanged long, meaty
emails almost every other day. Each
email was a large investment of time
and effort, which Piotr joyfully made.
Piotr worked hard to introduce Filip to
the Jesus he knows and loves and to
explain the Gospel with things Filip
already understood. When Piotr
learned Filip was a kitesurfing
enthusiast, he used this to help Filip
understand the “faith alone” nature of
the Gospel.
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DURING THE MONTH OF CORRESPONDINGWITH PIOTR, FILIP GAVE CHRIST HIS LIFE!
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Preach the word; be prepared in season and out of season;
correct, rebuke and encourage—with great patience and
careful instruction.

II Timothy 4:2

Wielding digital tools and connections to expand the Gospel’s reach.

https://intouchmission.org/projects/piotr-zaremba/


He wrote that kitesurfing is a combination of what you
know, your skills, and the power of the wind. What you
know eventually has to boil down to you just flying in the
wind. Not with the power of your intellect or spiritual deeds,
but with the power of the wind.
During the month of corresponding with Piotr, Filip decided
to trust the Lord and give his life to Jesus!
In October 2020, Filip came to Poznan and was baptized by
Piotr. While in Poland for baptism, he also introduced Alicja
to his parents and asked her to marry him. It looks like they
will be married in 2021.
USHERED INTO GOD’S FAMILY AND
REUNITED IN MARRIAGE
Wiktor* gazed at the bachelor-style decor of his somewhat
empty living space. His wife, Amelia*, had left him as
Poland’s frigid winter gave way to spring, which brought
with it a worldwide pandemic. He found himself newly
living alone just as the world locked everything down to
stop the spread of the COVID-19 virus.
With Amelia pursuing the legal avenues of divorce, Wiktor
began reading a Christian book. By the time he finished
reading, Wiktor believed in Jesus.
Before they separated, Wiktor and his wife had lived in
Great Britain for 16 years prior to returning to Poznan,
Poland. Whenever they visited family in Poland, Amelia
would attend a type of church he’d never heard of before, an
Evangelical Christian church called K5N Church, with her
sister.
Wiktor had never met the pastor, but decided to reach out to
him. Wiktor contacted Pastor Zaremba and asked to be
baptized. Piotr led Wiktor through a Biblically based
baptismal preparation course via email, and Wiktor was
planning on being baptized in October. Meanwhile, Amelia
had dropped her pursuit of divorce and in time, also began
coming to church. Piotr counseled Wiktor to focus on
growing in Christ and be patient through the situation with
Amelia. He listened to this wisdom and let God work.
Amelia seemed to be waiting for something. She was
coming to church, but she wasn’t ready to commit to Christ
and be baptized. She told Piotr, “I’m not ready.”
Piotr wisely and gently responded, “Amelia, I understand.
And it is always wise to do things with thoughtfulness. But
suppose you had a car crash. Please tell me, if you were
wounded, would you say, ‘well, let us not call the
ambulance? I’m not ready. I need to go home and get
prepared to meet the doctor, then when I am in better shape
I will call the ambulance.’We wouldn’t do that! When we
realize the condition we are in, we just call the ambulance.
We don’t care that we are dirty, covered with blood. We just
call them and they will take care of it. They are meant to do
that. That’s what they are for.”
As she chewed on this counter-cultural idea, Amelia went
with Wiktor, her son and her sister on a vacation. Her sister
saw the remarkable changes that were happening in
Wiktor’s life.
Ten days before the baptism ceremony in October, Wiktor

and Amelia were reunited. A few days later, she wrote Piotr,
“I don’t know why I was so hesitant…to...follow the Lord
and be baptized. Could I still be baptized?”
So Amelia and Wiktor were baptized on the same October
day in a beautiful celebration of the Lord’s work in their
lives.
Would Wiktor have read that book if not for the pandemic
quarantining him at home alone? Would the situation have
been as ripe for Piotr and Filip to email about the Gospel?
Only the Lord knows.
But what we do know is that we are seeing story after story
of the Lord taking the difficult situations and losses that we
saw all around us in 2020 and turning them into celebrations
of His goodness that span both the here and now as well as
eternity.
These are just a few of the people who have been blessed
and saved through Piotr’s willingness to follow the Lord’s
leading and adapt his ministry to reach many while God
held the door open with situations created by the worldwide
COVID-19 pandemic.
Piotr’s church was already making its teachings available
online and reaching Polish speakers around the world, like
Maja*, who lives in Greece with her husband, but doesn’t
speak Greek well enough to connect with a local church.
Maja was saved through, and continues to connect with
other believers through, K5N Church’s online ministry.
Piotr reports that since the pandemic began, the number of
people accessing K5N Church’s services online has grown
by leaps and bounds.

In addition to Piotr’s Bible translation work and pastoral
responsibilities, he now teaches six weekly classes at

Maja was
saved

through
listening to

Piotr’s
teachings
via the
internet
from

Greece.
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PIOTR BAPTIZES WIKTOR AND AMELIA!



From the Director
DEAR TEAM: Exciting News from the Kumars’ Second
Visit to the Police Precinct!
2021! Many people all over the world have longed for and so wanted those four numbers to come about, as if the
numbers carried in themselves some unique and special ability to influence or even make life better. To others, 2021
represents a hope that we have left 2020 and all the uncertainty and fear that those four numbers represent behind.
The apostle Paul reminds us , “…I have learned in whatever state I am, to be content….” (Phil. 4:11)We remember that
Paul had some harrowing experiences after he was saved and reconciled in to God’s family.
Paul lived in the first century Middle East, a dirty, dusty, germ infested environment with no sanitizer, no hospital and
no Board certified trained medical doctors. Imagine being given the responsibility to speak out against the accepted
“world view” and confront that which was untrue and full of death and darkness. Imagine what the 39 lashes, received
5 times would have felt like. Not to mention being shipwrecked, adrift at sea, facing dangerous rivers, robbers,
opposition and betrayal. Paul’s life after coming to Jesus weren’t circumstances that we would want anything to do
with. Yet, Paul, our elder statesman, reminds us in 2 Corinthians 12 that the Lord clearly told him, “…My grace is
sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” Paul’s response was, “…Therefore I will boast all the
more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon me. For the sake of Christ, then, I am content
with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities.”
For Steve Evers and ITMI, and many of our ITMI nationals, 2020 will go down as an amazing demonstration of God’s
power, God’s purpose, and God’s provision. I continue to hear from our nationals that God “really blessed” during the
time of fear, hunger, lockdown, virus, uncertainty, over-reaction, under-reaction, and all around worldwide chaos. The
“family” that God has authored and knitted together: you, ITMI and the nationals who work tirelessly and faithfully in
their communities and countries has proven to be “…a strand not easily broken.” God has sovereignly allowed, maybe
even led, His people into difficult times so that HE could once again show Himself all capable and faithful to those
who call upon the name of the Lord.
Here’s a quick story. Just after a brutal Muslim riot and attack on the local
police station that was deliberately set on fire, our partners, David and Taru
Kumar were led to take the love of Christ into this “lion’s den.” The analogy
of a lion’s den is not much of a stretch to most Indians who have to deal daily
with some officers that abuse their position to inflict pain and humiliation.
Sammy and Simeon, David and Taru’s adult boys, pleaded with their parents
to ignore what Steve Evers suggested and begged them to not go and do
ministry to those feared and even hated police. We shared the story of their
first visit in October 2020’s In Touch Mission International Monthly. Just
before Christmas, David and Taru believed that God wanted them to go again
into this police station and to once again bless those that are widely hated. The
Christmas story was a good reason to take a box of locally-made, culturally-
honoring cakes and pocket New Testaments into this cauldron of chaos known
as the local precinct. Taru later said that if only one of the precinct personnel were willing to accept the New
Testament, she would have been overjoyed. Sixty-four officers willingly reached out and accepted their very own New
Testament! David and Taru shared that their “Christmas” had already come. The gift of seeing those men and women
receive that simple pocket-sized Word of God was all they wanted for Christmas. They also said with a smile and a
twinkle in their eyes, that they were a bit afraid of what Steve Evers was going to encourage them to do in this
upcoming year.
God is not finished with each of us just yet. He has more for us to do. He has more for us to do together. He never
promised the path would be easy, but He did promise that He would always be there with us. If we will not look at the
size of our challenges, but look at the size of our God, we will be able to experience the majesty and miracles that only
God can do. Ready for a new mission? Ready to see God’s hand in new and special ways? Ready to need God even
more? Ready to rejoice in His awesome provision? Then let’s strengthen the bonds of unity and do what God has
called us to do. Whatever circumstances 2021 brings will be God’s gift to us…His gift to the nations.
In His Service,

David brings New Testaments to
police officers.
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1. Romania - Casa Dorca - 13 of 16 kids and 4 staff members at Casa Dorca tested positive for COVID-19 in
November but have now all recovered.

2. India - David and Taru - 64 police officers accepted New Testaments of their own!
3. South Africa - van Wyk - Successful emergency surgery for Maggie, a local Zambian Christian woman, funded

by ITMI supporters. Her husband, mugged after visiting her in the hospital, is thankful his life was spared.
4. South Sudan - Vicky Waraka - Opportunity to share hope with Miriam and many others who are hurting.

FOR PRAISE

1. South Africa - Charl van Wyk - Urgent need for funds for the ongoing medical clinic in Stone Hill, whose
province was experiencing one of the highest surges of COVID in the country at the time of publication.

2. Poland/India/South Africa - Multiple partners have asked for prayer regarding challenging visa issues that are
complicated further by the pandemic.

3. South Africa - Smiths - The accreditation process of the Umuzi pastoral training center Kelly is involved with,
and the transport of 10k books from Johannesburg.

SOUTH SUDAN
On Thursday, December 12, ITMI’s
Vicky Waraka got word that the
husband of a member of her church
passed away. Vicky hurried to the church
with two other ladies to pray for the new
widow. They were just finishing when
another lady ran through the door asking
for help. There was a 17-year-old girl in
a mango tree - approximately 50’ high-
not far from the church, who wanted to
kill herself. It was a hot day, and
everyone was sweating in the sun’s hot
rays by the time they reached the tree.
Vicky called to the girl to come down
and tell her what happened. The girl’s
name was Miriam. She came one step
down but refused to come further. Vicky
went back to the church with the other

two women to pray for the girl. When
they returned to the tree to talk to her
again,Vicky found out where she lived
and went to her house. The girl’s father
and uncle were there, but refused to
help. They told Vicky there had been a
row between Miriam and her mother.
Vicky’s group prayed again. Vicky
continued to tell the girl, “Jesus loves
you,” With difficulty, the girl finally
came down from
the tree and went
with Vicky back to
the church, where
the women prayed
with her. “I thank
God for answering
our prayers and
rescuing her,”
Vicky reflected.

FOR PRAYER
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various seminaries: Exegesis of the
New Testament, Pauline Literature,
Selected Bible Translation Issues, Old
Testament in the New Testament, The
Septuagint, and New Testament Greek.
He also teaches two classes at Poznan
University: Biblical Hebrew and a
writing class, as well as three once a
year classes on Pauling Literature,
Psalms and Isaiah, and the Reliability
of the Bible. When Piotr also saw that

the pandemic was triggering questions
in people’s minds about eschatology,
he started holding live Q &A sessions
on Thursday evenings using Facebook.
These sessions are attended by around
400 people on average, between the
ages of 20 and 72.
Piotr is being presented with more
opportunities to reach people with the
Good News and usher them into the
Kingdom of God than he can humanly

accept. His ministry could really
benefit from a few one-time gifts that
would enable him to reach further with
the Gospel in Poland by purchasing
equipment, or some monthly donations
that would enable him to bring in some
administrative help that would free
him up for ministry.

-Summer Kelley
*Name changed for privacy
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NEWSbites How the Lord uses your
gifts around the world!

ZAMBIA
Our partners at Excellence
Christian Academy did another
Project Joseph outreach! They
blessed the families of autistic and
disabled children with food, soap
and encouragement from God’s
Word.

Audrey Kalunga
shares the Word with
Project Joseph
beneficiaries.
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