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Teach me your way, O Lord, that I may walk in

your truth, unite my heart to fear your name.
Psalm 86:11
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“Exhausted” - “...seen great change in their lives ”’

SOUTH SUDAN

“People are tired. Like, really
tired...people are feeling a strain
on more than just their work
calendars; they're feeling it on
their spirits. We’re now in the
era of ‘The Great Exhaustion’”, as
shared by Emily Ballerseros,
industrial-organizational
psychologist, in a February 13
article on Time.com.

Emily further states, “The three
factors that are commonly
overlooked but that | believe are
contributing the most are
unsustainable lifestyles,
exposure to stress outside of our
control, and financial insecurity.
These are facets of our lives that
we have managed to normalize.
But this normalization has
caused us to disregard their
impact on our physical and
mental well-being.”

Being anxious is not the way
God created humans to exist on
this planet.

A=
The apostle Paul reminds us in
Philippians 4:6-7, “Be anxious for
nothing, but in everything by
prayer and supplication, with
thanksgiving, let your requests be
made known to God; and the
peace of God, which surpasses all
understanding, will guard your
hearts and minds through Christ
Jesus.”

The world has been blinded to
the ways of God. They flounder
in mind numbing darkness and
hopelessness. This anxiousness is
never more evident than what
ITMI’s Lazarus Yezinai sees in
South Sudan. Lazarus lives in the
largest city, Juba, the capital of
South Sudan. Decades of civil
war, Islamic oppression, corrupt
governments, and godless

decision making have led to
(continued on p.2)

Busted Soccer ball symbolic of a
busted South Sudanese life.
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Soccer metals are ..
answer, but they pave a way to
share WHO the answer is.

Rented uniforms and lack of
shoes can’t stop this winning
team.



people that have, for lack of any other
options, normalized the pain, trauma, and
hopelessness.

Paul again shares a word of truth in
Colossians 3, that if followed, will change
the trajectory of their lives and that of their
families. “ Set your minds on things that
are above, not on things that are on the
earth.”

You know this to be true, | know this to
be true, Lazarus knows this to be true,
but for the many lost and Christ-less
South Sudanese, who don’t know this
truth. They only know the joy and
peace-stealing, mind-killing, and life-
destroying as guaranteed by the enemy
in every area he is allowed to operate
(John 10:10).

Yet Lazarus and his team have felt
compassion of God for their people.
They have seen pain on the many
expressionless faces that plod the dusty
dirty roads and pathways in this arid
and forgotten country. They have
reached out to the truly forgotten and
disdained.

If you were a young person in Juba, who
had no parents, due to sickness, crime,
Or war, or your parent or parents were
carrying the massive weight of
addictions in order to dull the pain, you
would be extra-lost in darkness and
chaos of everyday life. No school fees
mean — no school - no education - no
job —no income to buy food, which
leads to organized crime and joining a
gang. We have been told by those in
the know, that the local government
and police purposely allow the gangs to
tangle and even kill each other “.
.because if the gangs are allowed to
reduce the number of other gang
members, it is a benefit.”

ITMI, Lazarus and many of you have
seen and understood the need for a
unique ministry to the gangs of Juba.
Lazarus committed to do his part if God
will move us to do our part.

Gang members share soccer
shoes for those that don’t have.
Members feel loved by getting to

wear real soccer shoes.

From broken, angry, and lost,
to radiating the love and joy of
Jesus.

Grainy, dark photo of gang members prayer time after
practice...outsiders who came, also came to know our Lord.
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Lazarus reports, “We still maintain our
six [football/soccer] teams” [of gangs
from six communities in and around
Juba.] “Indeed we have seen lives of
the gangs being transformed through
the Sports project.” Lazarus and his
team go into each of the gang areas,
and start relationships, educates
(greatly desired by gang members),
organizes soccer teams, plans practices
and games, “prayers conducted...during
opening and closing of every sports
activity”, “start Bible studies in each
club”, “share the work of God”, and
[do] some home visits and follow-up.”

The gang members openly share
“..they need the sports program to
continue for a peaceful co-existence [in
the communities].”

“Life transformational.”

“Talent development.”

Lazarus joyously shares that many have
come to know “...the Way, the Truth,
and the Life” because of this program.
He says that the newly converted gang
members are being discipled and they
in turn are reaching out and drawing in
more and more gang members who are
hearing God’s plans for their lives.
Lazarus is overly grateful that these
boys are now attending church,
becoming leaders, and even serving the
widows and orphans that Lazarus
reaches out to with ITMI’s Project
Joseph assistance and hope project.

Soccer uniforms are expensive and
hard to come by in a landlocked and
oppressed country like South Sudan.
Soccer fields are so low on the
community’s priorities and it shows in
the condition of these equipment-
destroying pitches. Yet to be a part of
something or some team that is
positive and uplifting is more important
than limitations that would cripple
most youth teams from our
neighborhoods.

Lazarus ask that due to the poor quality
of the playing fields that we continue to
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help hih wifh uniforms, playing boots
(shoes), soccer balls (especially balls),

transport costs (both for teams that are

playing and for the follow-up team

S ‘ .y
members). Lazarus closes his requests
with “Pray for the new believers that
have received Jesus...to continue
growing in faith.”

Thank you for helping change lives in
South Sudan’s toughest mission field.
Thank you for helping us help Lazarus
and his team. Thank you for
considering how God may lead you to
designate in this new year a special gift
to allow Lazarus to support and grow
his gang ministry. Blessings and Thank
you to our dear partners in “His
Kingdom come and will be done on
earth as it is in Heaven.”

-Steve Evers, Lazarus Yezinai
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Lazarus surrounded by very
happy widows, mothers,
- grateful for Project Joseph
food supplies.

Disabled woman shares how
she was chased away by her
son, yet the Bible study ladies
are caring for her with their
limited rations.

Valuable shoes don’t last too
long in this environment.



Pakistan

Christmas in Pakistan for the small
rural churches is always a time to
reach out to the most needy and who
are outside the family of God.

ITMI’s Abid Masih loves on people
like not seen in such a broken
culture. Christmas affords an
opportunity to bring people together,
give them a good warm meal, and
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share the truth of Jesus with them.
All of these intentional actions by
Abid and his team bring a measure of
joy and surprise, since there is not
much of either in the daily lives of
the village and its people. ITMI and
our supporters helped Abid feed a
very large crowd of hungry and cold
outsiders, who also were served even
more valuable words from the Savior
about His birth, His purpose, and His
plan for each one of them.
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God’s love is enough to cover
all. Thank you for helping us

touch lives and souls of the
needy.

Asia - Abid - Many opportunities provided during Christmas Feeding for poor and needy in Pakistan.

South Sudan - Lazarus - Juba gang members lives and eternity impacted by sports/soccer programs.

Poland - Gorski - Progress being made toward acquiring and opening Christian retreat and conference center.
India - Raj Kumar - A new Indian state exposed and opened up with SALT discipleship training.

South Sudan - Lazarus - Severe needs for increasing poverty brought on by world-wide inflation.

Ukraine - Ban - Restoration and encouragement for Church leaders serving the front line needy families.
Zambia - Leach - Faithful, Biblically based leadership and church planting by the many new trained pastors.
Romania - Casa Dorca - Possible government grant that would support changing heating system to solar.
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A higher standard.

A higher purpose. Scan to Donate



